
 

 

were dead in our 

trespasses and sinéso 

that our faith itself is a 

gift that raises us from 

death to life in Christ.  

As Jesus died and rose 

againéso we, His 

followers, are called to 

live new lives of holiness 

and righteousness and 

supernatural love.   

   Our Missions Committee has sought to 

give expression of this new life in our 

Community Serve Week beginning 

Saturday, April 10 and running through 

Saturday, April 17. We will have 

opportunities to sign up and serve some of 

our local mission partners.  This is a great 

way to meet other members of the 

congregation, to serve the people of our local 

area, and to represent Christ as His 

ambassadors outside the walls of this church.  

I hope, if you are able, you will choose to 

participate. I am sure you will be glad that 

you did. Sunday, April 18, will be a day to 

gather and celebrate what we have seen God 

do in us and through us.  Donôt miss it! 

   The Session is putting together data to 

measure our growth and development against 

our stated purpose, ñFirst Presbyterian 

Church exists for the glory of God, to be and 
make disciples.ò  It is our prayer and desire 

that every member will be regular in 

worship, regular in study, and regular in 

some form of service to the King and the 

Kingdom of God.  Worship Plus Two will 

be the grid against which we will measure 

our progress.  Please remember the church 

and her leaders as we seek to be intentional 

and more effective in our calling.  I hope you 

will ask yourself if there is a step in your 

own life which will help you become a more 

faithful disciple. Happy Easteré
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He Is Risen! He Is Risen Indeed! 

T he month of April marks the season of 

the óHigh Holy Daysô of the Christian 

faith.  We will mark Jesusô celebration of 

the Passover Seder on Maundy Thursday, 

His crucifixion on Good Friday, His resur-

rection on Easter Sunday and from April 4 

until Pentecost on May 23 we will cele-

brate the season of the Resurrection, or 

Eastertide.  Teaching through Paulôs letter 

to the Ephesians recently has focused my 

attention on Psalm 68. The Apostle refers to 

it in Ephesians chapter 4 as he describes 

what the King has accomplished and for 

whom He has accomplished it. In Psalm 68, 
King David writes a hymn of celebration 

and exultation upon his triumph over and 

the taking of Jerusalem from the Jebusites.  

With His triumph, Jerusalem becomes the 

Holy City, the place where Yahweh will 

make His Name to dwell. Paul writes of 

Davidôs greater descendant, Jesus the Mes-

siah, whose triumph is over greater foes, 

producing greater results for more people.  

The triumphs of the King are in each case 

for the benefit of His people.  What Jesus 

did on the Cross and through the empty 

tomb He did for us!  The Nicene Creed, the 

first of the great Christological formula-

tions, declares this truth about the purpose 

of the Incarnation itself, when it says, ñwho 

for us men, and our salvation, came down 

from Heavenéò.  The Apostle also makes 

this same point as to the reason Christian 

husbands ought to love their wives self-

lesslyéfinding their/our joy in our wifeôs 

joy.  We are to love as Jesus lovedéHe 

gave Himself for her.  Self-giving love is 

not natural to most of us but it is clearly our 

callingéto love as we have been lovedéto 

give as we have received. 
   The Apostle also reminds the Ephesians 

that their conversion and their, and our fol-

lowing Christ, is explainable only by the 

power of the Resurrection. They and we  



 

 

 New Facilities 

Manager 
   David Wratislaw is the new 

Facilities Manager at First Pres. 

Davidôs duties are to manage the 

Sexton staff of 2 men and 1 

volunteer from J.A.Y. Ministries. 

In this capacity, he is in charge of 

the maintenance  of all vehicles, 

grounds, buildings and special 

projects. 

   Dave was born in Waterloo, Iowa, and spent his childhood and 

youth in Iowa, Virginia, Illinois and Texas as his dad was a 

trouble shooter for a franchise company, requiring that the family 

move frequently. Dave attended Southern Methodist University in 

Dallas, graduating with a degree in Business Administration. 

   David is married to Mary Alice, whom he met in Cairns, 

Australia, in 1987.  What were they doing in Australia? Dave 

taught SCUBA diving and worked as a marine aqua culturist.  

Mary was on vacation with a tour group of teachers from 

Alabama. What is an aqua culturist? Dave said it is a marine 

farmer, one who grows marine life for food.  Dave was giving a 

lecture on giant clams (Tridacna gigas) to the tour group and 

Mary was part of that group. Mary went back to Alabama and 

they corresponded by mail until Dave moved back to Dallas. 

   They married in 1988. Dave and Mary wanted a location like 

the life in Australia.  They settled on jobs in the Bahamas, where 

Mary was to be an aqua culturist, and Dave a SCUBA instructor. 

Due to unsettling conditions with the politics and drug cartels in 

Nicaragua and the Bahamas, they scratched those jobs and spent 

their honeymoon in Florida looking for work.  Dave was hired by 

the Noreen Rouse SCUBA Club and Mary went back to Alabama 

to teach until 3 months later when she was able to get a job 

teaching at Atlantic High School in Delray Beach. 

   How did they get to First Pres?  Mary had visited the church, 

signed the attendance sheet, and they received a visit from 

deacons Tom Coleman and Gene Bennett.  Mary started attending 

and they came together when Dave had Sundays off. They 

officially joined the church when Mary was expecting Dave, Jr. 

because they felt that having a church family was crucial to 

becoming a real family.  Due to having no family members 

locally, they are proud to claim several ñadopted grandparentsò 

from the First Pres community.   

   What Dave likes about First Pres is the people, the music 

program, and Luckyôs ñBiblical based, cerebral sermons ï the 

thinking manôs sermon.ò 

   Dave and Mary have been singing in the choir for over 10 years. 

He has just recently joined the bell choir.  Dave also plays 

saxophone in the church band where David, Jr. joins him playing 

the clarinet. Dave has served as a Deacon, and on the nominating 

and finance committees and is also assisting Scout Troup 155 

where David, Jr. is a scout. 

   First Pres welcomes Dave as our new Facilities Manager. 

Lenten Schedule of Events     

Thursday, April 1st,                

     Maundy Thursday Communion Service    

Franz Joseph Haydnôs  

ñThe Seven Last Words of Christò 

with the Sanctuary Choir and Orchestra       

 7:00 pm, Sanctuary    
 

Good Friday, April 2nd, 

Communion Service 7:30 am, Sanctuary 

Menôs Breakfast in Fellowship Hall 

Womenôs Breakfast off campus 9:00 am 
 

Saturday, April 3rd, 

Childrenôs Easter Egg Hunt,10:00 am ï 12:00 noon  
 

Sunday, April 4, 2010         8:15, 9:30 & 11:00 am      

Easter Sunday Services 

   Sanctuary and Fellowship Hall at 9:30 am 
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Saturday Morning Prayer Group  
 The Saturday Morning Prayer Group  meets and lifts 

up the church, our government, and a wide array of 

concerns, joys and praises every Saturday morning.   

   In the early 1980ôs Sam Owen and Joe Thomas (the 

visitation team), were involved in praying for the 

church on Saturday mornings in the sanctuary.   I was 

invited into the group by Joe.  At that time the group 

was also privileged to have Claude and Margita 

Mullender, Marguerite White, Stan and Eleanor 

Thompson, Shad and Bea Blaine,  Barbara Nickler, 

Betty Galbraith, Midge Corson, Lynn Grandsire and 

others that would drift in and out.  We would have as 

many as fourteen on any given Saturday.     

   One of the things that really impressed me was  the 

husband and wife teams that consistently prayed for 

our church.  I realize a multitude of our families pray 

for the church, but a public commitment to pray 

regularly was a great inspiration to me    

   Over the course of the years many others have come 

into the group as well-Diane Ginn, Jim Calhoun, Curt 

Grothmann, Elizabeth Nielson, Chris Southard, Lisa 

Hawkins,  Rich McMichael and Sally Privett. 

   The current group usually enjoys about six in 

attendance.  Barbara Nickler, Dave and Pearl 

Ramlackhan, Sara McDonnell, Bob and Beth 

Hogaboam and Richard Dean. 

   All are welcome.  This is your invitation.  It would be 

great if we could have a member of each committee of 

the church to come and offer praise and petitions for 

the current events in their areas in the life of the 
church. 

   I will be moving to Atlanta sometime in the near 

future and would like to have someone come and keep 

my seat warm.                                        Richard Dean  



 

 

   Weekly Devotional 
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  ñWe walked down Sea Dragon 

Road in Phuket, the red light district, 

lined with bars.  We would go to this 

area every night in groups of 4 to talk 

to the bar girls (prostitutes).  We 

usually did not go where there were 

no girls, only men, but tonight God 

spoke to me and told me to stop at 

the Aussie Bar.  There was only one 

girl there, Pong, a 19 year old 

prostitute.  We talked to her every 

night and became her friend.  She let 

us pray for her right there in front of 

the bar, a highly unusual show of 

courage. On our last night in Phuket, 

she told us, we were her friends, 

because we wanted nothing from her, 

only to love her as no one else loved 

her.ò 

   Dana Keith, age 19, 

spent 2 months in 

Thailand: in Bangkok, 

Chang-Rai, Maesot, 

and Phuket. How did 

this all come about?  

From an early age, 

Dana felt a call to 

missions, but was 

unsure as how to go 

about it. Through a 

friend, Dana learned 

about YWAM, Youth 

With A Mission, 
located in Denver.  

She went to Denver for their 

Discipleship Training, a 3 months 

lecture course to train young folks to 

go overseas. They spent time 

Dana plans to go back to YWAM to 

Leadership School for phase 2 in 

the fall, and then go to Haiti. The 

cost of each session and travel is 

about $7000.00. Dana is working 

here at First Pres this summer and 

also plans to work a second job to 

help finance her schooling. In the 

long term, Dana would like to join 

the staff at YWAM, lead 

Outreaches and eventually go to 

South Africa. 

   I asked Dana, ñHow did growing 

up at First Pres prepare you for this 

choice for your life?ò  Dana said  

ñThe Mission Fairs led me to start 

thinking about being a missionary. I 

first thought about the Peace Corp, 

but wanted a Christian group. 

Growing up at First Pres prepared 

me for the mission work.  There 

were role models that set that 

example and always my parents, 

encouraging me and teaching me to 

trust in God, knowing that God will 

provide. It was amazing to know 

and feel the prayers continuously of 

this congregation when I was so far 

away from home. Their support was 

unwavering.ò 

   Dana said, ñIt was hard and at 

times I wanted to come home, but I 

realized it was not about my 

comfort, but about God.  God called 

me to Thailand and that was where I 

wanted and needed to be. God 

promises to be with us always, and 

He was surely with me in 

Thailand.ò                      

Betty Percy 

 learning more about the Bible and how 

to live a life for God. At the end of their 

training, they were to select between 

Columbia and Thailand.  Dana chose 

Thailand. 

   In all of the cities and villages, their 

job was to plant the seed and then trust 

God to make the plant grow.  In Chang-

Rai, they lived with the village people 

and did everything the people did.  That 

was hard.  They were also to work in the 

rice fields, but fortunately, the rice was 

not ready. I say fortunately because 

there are snakes in the rice fields.  Dana 

is not too fond of snakes. 

   In Maesot, 

they worked 

with a new 

c h u r c h 

struggling to 

build a Christian 

community in a  

predominately 

B u d d h i s t 

country. 

   Phuket is a 

very popular 

tourist area in 

Thailand, and there is a large red light 

district.  Dana learned that most of the 

bar girls worked this to support their 

families.  In Thailand, there are not a lot 

of opportunities for women to work to 

support their children or their parents. 

There she worked with SHE Ministry 

(Self Help and Empowerment.) Their 

mission was to teach the girls English 

and help them find alternative jobs.  If a 

girl speaks English, she can get a good 

job in one of the hotel in Phuket. 

 

O ur church desires to be obedient to Godôs command to go into the world and be witnesses.  

One way to be a witness is to do as Jesus commands.  

We are to pick up a towel and be willing to serve.  

After washing the disciplesô feet (John 13) Jesus tells 

His followers to do as He has done.  So you are 

invited to be a part of the Community Serve Week 

that is coming up  April 10 -17.  There are a number 

of service opportunities that have been set 

upé.everything from cooking to painting, to trimming trees, to serving meals, to planting shrubs, to washing airplanes, 

to packaging medical supplies for Haiti, to picking vegetables, to cleaning, to building houses.  So bring your friends, 

children, or come by yourself.  This will be a great way to serve God, build friendships within our church, and make a 

difference in our community.  Look over the opportunities listed on the insert and call the church office (561-622-

8818) to sign up.  You can also  go to the church web site to find out what opportunities are available. 

To Thailand With Dana 



 

 

Reminder:  
Good Friday Breakfast  

 

Palm Beach Gardens 
Marriott  

 

Friday, April 2nd  
9:00 -11:00 am  

Prayer Shawl Ministry 
The Prayer Shawl Ministry will meet this 

month in the church library on Monday, 

March 8th at 2:00 pm.  Please join us for 

fellowship while we stitch our shawls.  If 

you would like to learn to knit or crochet, 

we can teach you!  For further information, 

contact Ginger Stump at 776-0443 or 

ginger@clubtax.com 
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 Save These Dates 
 

March 25 -27, 2011  
 

First Presbyterian 
Womenôs Retreat 

 

Life Enrichment Center  
Leesburg, Florida 

Womenõs 

Evening Circle 
 Monday evening, 

 April 26th  

7:00 pm, Fellowship 

Hall, Room C. 
We will be studying 

lesson #5 of our  

study book on  

First Corinthians . Study 

books are available. 
 

Good fellowship and light 

refreshments are provided. 

For more information, call 

Debbie at 622-8818,  

ext 107. 

Womenõs Morning 

Circle 
April 20, 2010 

at the home of  
 

Pat Pero 

689 Hudson Bay Dr. 

Palm Beach Gardens 

691-4097 

Read John 3:1-21 
in preparation for the lesson. 

For directions or 

transportation, contact 

Pat Pero 691-4097 

Womenõs Fellowship Groups 
The Womenôs Fun Fellowship groups 

have begun their meetings and the ladies 

are excited about their groups. There is 

always room for additional ladies who 

wish to get involved in a group.  Look for 

forms in the Narthex or call Barbara 

Paschal, at 842-5810. 

ñMore Than A Soup 

Kitchen�µ 

ñChief cook and bottle 

washerò-Daniel 

Dezwarte 

Service with a smileï Dick 

McCauley,  Ed Dougherty, and 

Barbara Kenall 

   Wednesday night, Feb 

24th, we were treated to 

dinner prepared by the 

First Pres  St. Georgeôs 

mission group. 
   Twice each month, 

volunteers from First Pres 

provide the meal for the 

poor, homeless and 

hungry at St Georgeôs. 

One group meets in the 

afternoon to prepare the 

food, gather supplies, and 

pack up the dinner. 

Another group loads the 

van, delivers, sets up and 

serves the dinner. At 5:00 

pm, we serve about 20 
children from St. Georgeôs 

charter school. From 5:30-

6:30 pm we serve between 

150 and 225 adult diners. 

Guests are seated at a table for 

8. One of the servers says a 

prayer and then the meal is 

served. 

We hope you enjoyed our 

meal and now know that we 

are �³�P�R�U�H�� �W�K�D�Q�� �D�� �V�R�X�S��
�N�L�W�F�K�H�Q�´�� 

Happy volunteers 

mailto:ginger@clubtax.com

