
 

 

Presbyter ian Church 

operates and relocates 

power, moving it away 

from local church Sessions 

and grants greater power to 

high governing bodies like 

p r es b y t e r i es .  So me 

changes were made by the 

Assembly that soften some 

of these changes.  I have 

read the original document and have many 

concerns about it.  I still need to gain further 

knowledge, but I had written three references 

in the original document that I found very 

troubling.  As I skimmed the amended report 

passed by the Assembly, those three sections 

appeared to be removed.  This is encouraging 

but I am still not informed enough to know 

whether or not I believe this is actually 

progress or not. 

   I am still seeking to educate myself to 

better understand what the Assembly has 

decided and whether I can support these 

changes, as I, like our elected commissioners, 

will be asked to vote on these matters in the 

coming year or so.  As we have for the past 

30 years, we will seek to be faithful to God, 

to our best understanding of what Scripture 

leads us to believe and do, and trust God for 

the future.  I realize such vague answers are 

not particularly satisfying but it is the best I 

can do for now.  Please pray for our 

congregation, for me, and for the PCUSA in 

the coming days. 

   Life and ministry for FPC continues to go 

well. Our Childrenôs Ministry has enjoyed a 

great Vacation Bible School. Our Missions 

Committee has involved more members in 

volunteer service projects around the county; 

and as I write, our Music Ministry is holding 

its annual Music Camp and next week, 

Childrenôs Ministries will hold Fun Arts 

Camp.  I hope you are well and 

enjoying your summer. 
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 T he General Assembly of the PCUSA 

has met and it will be some time before 

all of the implications of its actions will be 

fully understood.  For now, we know that 

the decades long battle over ordination stan-

dards continues. At the prior General As-

sembly, the commissioners voted to send 

down to the presbyteries an amendment of 

chapter 6 of the Form of Government; 

which sets a standard of conduct expected 

of leaders within the Presbyterian Church 

for both ministers and officers as, ñchastity 

in singleness and fidelity in marriage be-

tween a man and a woman.ò  Officers are 

called to repent of any practice the Bible 

calls sin.  In the past 15 years the church has 

voted on this issue at least four different 

times.  It appears that we will be voting 

once again.  Since we voted on this matter 

within the last two years it seems strange 

that the Assembly chose to vote again at its 

earliest opportunity but, such is the case. 

   There is also an amendment to the Con-

fessional Documents of the Church to be 

voted on related to this previous issue.  The 

Belhar Confession, forged in the crucible of 

the South African Apartheid is being 

brought forward for inclusion in our Con-

fessional Documents.  I had not yet studied 

this document but understood that this is 

seen as a document that can be used to 

change our current ordination standards and 

marriage definitions and practices.  (I have 

done more research on this since I originally 

wrote the above comments and, have found 

that Belhar has been adopted by the Re-

formed Church in America and the Chris-

tian Reformed Church.  They would share 

our current views of ordination standards 

and my reading of the document actually 
encouraged me more than I expected.) 

   The Assembly sent down for approval a 

complete overhaul and rewrite of the Form 

of Government which will change how the  

General Assembly- PCUSA 
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had forsaken Him. In the Sistine Chapel, no matter where 

one looked, it was awesome. There was an exceptional 

picture of Christ. As we approached, His eyes followed us 

and as we were in front of the picture, His eyes were still 

focused on us and as we looked back, His eyes were still 

focused on us.ò He never takes His eyes off of us.    

ñI felt a sense of peace, goodness and servanthood at the 

crypt of St. Francis. The Holy Spirit was certainly abiding 

in St. Francis, both in his life on earth and also resides in 

his crypt.ò 

   When we reached Oberammergau, we were divided into 

groups for housing. There are no large chain hotels in 

Obergau.  My group had the privilege of staying on a farm 

about 15 minutes outside of the village.  It was a perfect 

walk to and from the village and a great time to enjoy 

Godôs beauty all around us. 

   We were all in awe as we realized that the townsfolk of 

Obergau remained loyal to their promise to God to provide 

this performance every decade for close to 400 years. The 

story, which we all know so well, came alive and moved 

many of us to tears. The dedication of this small village of 

5,000 in keeping their promise to God is truly a blessing to 

all who attend.  When I saw Jesus wash His discipleôs feet 

before the Last Supper, I knew I would never participate in 

Communion again in the same way. 

   The neatest thing that happened was the bonding that took 

place with folks from different churches, different states 

and different ages. ñEveryone was friendly, welcoming, and 

helpful and Iôm sure there isnôt a group that had more to 

laugh aboutò. ñThere was a time when we felt it would not 

be possible for us to go on this trip. However, God had His 

plan. We went, we saw, we experienced, and it was 

wonderful ï God is so faithful.ò ñFor me, the best part was 

simply the sweet spirit and the fellowship through our Lord 

Jesus Christ.ò 

   This article is a composite of comments made by folks on 

the trip. Compiled by Betty Percy 

   Traveling with First Pres is truly an adventure not to be 

missed. May 14th found 48 folks ages 23 through 85 gath-

ered to board our bus to Miami and on to Paris and Rome via 

Air France.  We were an interdenominational group consist-

ing of Methodists, Catholics and, of course, First Pres. 

   Travel was easily facilitated by dividing us into ñtravel 

groupsò of ten.  We quickly passed through Charles De 

Gaulle Airport (that in itself was a blessing) and on to our 

flight to Rome. We were met in Rome with gray, rainy, cold 

clouds.  But that dreariness quickly was erased when we met 

our guide, Laura, a bright, cheerful young lady who quickly 

found a place in our hearts with her laughter, teasing and 

constant reply of ñMama Mia!ò 

   The main purpose of our trip was the Passion Play at 

Oberammergau, Germany. Yet, before we were to see the 

play, we had the whole trip ahead of us.  Sometime during 

each day, usually in the morning, we had devotions. We 

were divided into groups and assigned a day for our part. 

Devotionals consisted of Bible reading, poems, God sight-

ings and singing of hymns. ñRiding on the bus, viewing the 

magnificent snow capped Alps, while the group sang: How 

Great Thou Artò was a memory Iôll treasureò. As we rode 

through the Swiss Alps, it was a spiritual moment as we en-

joyed Godôs creation and knew that only God could create 

such beauty.  For many of us, true Florida guys and girls, the 

Swiss Alps were like nothing we had ever seen in South 

Florida. 

   Everywhere 

we went, God  

revealed Him-

self to us in 

nature. ñFrom 

the aroma of a 

tiny apple 

blossom to the 

thunderous  

racing water-

fall, from the 

g l i s t e n i n g 

snow-capped Alps, to the colorful poppy fields, yes, we 

knew, ñHeôs alive in His handiworksò. ñI guess Iôm a coun-

try girl! I loved seeing the fields of bright green and newly 

plowed fields. Yellow flowers, buttercups, poppies and win-

dow boxes filled with every color of bright flowers were 

spectacular. Spring in Europe is truly beautiful.ò 

   As we spent time in Italy, Switzerland and Germany, there 

were many sights that folks considered special to them. I 

loved the comment, ñThere it is! (the Coliseum in Rome) 

just like Mrs. Benson, my Latin teacher, told us over 60 

years ago.ò In the sculptures, it was evident that God had His 

hand in that work also. ñThe Lion in the Park in Lucerne was 

a time when I felt His hurt and compared this to the look 

Christ must have had on the cross when He felt His Father 

Beauty All Around UsñEurope 

July 14th was the 1 year anniversary of our adoption of our 

3 little ones! From Holeta, Ethiopia to where they are now 

is an absolute miracle and testimony to Godôs faithfulness 

and care. What a privilege to be a part of it! Thank you to 

all of our 1st Pres family for being a major part of Godôs 

plan and blessing as well.  Tim Gooley. 




