
 

 

   Sunday, May 23rd, 

is Pentecost Sunday 

and we will observe 

this great feast of the 

Outpouring of the 

Spir i t  and the 

inclusion of 3000 in a 

single day with the 

Sacrament of Holy 

Communion at all 

t h r e e  s e r v i c e s .         

Monday, May 31, the 

office will be closed 

in observance of Memorial Day as we 

remember those who gave their lives that we 

might be free.  Remember and honor a 

veteran and thank God for the gift of 

freedom. 

   During the month of May a group of 

Pilgrims from First Pres will travel to Italy, 

Germany and Switzerland to visit historic 

sites sacred to our history as believers. We 

will visit and witness the historic 

Oberammergau Passion Play offered in 

gratitude to God for sparing the village the 

ravages of the Black Plague in the Middle 

Ages when nearly a third of population of 

Europe died. 

   On a personal note I write to ask your 

prayers as I moderate my first Presbytery 

meeting on May 11 at the Community by the 

Sea Presbyterian Church in Ft. Lauderdale.  

Please pray that our Presbytery may find a 

way to come together to advance the work of 

Godôs Kingdom. 
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With Prayer and Honor 

T he month of May has two significant 

Christian holy days.  Thursday, May 

20 is Ascension Day, the day we remember 

Jesusô ascension into Heaven to sit down on 

Godôs right hand with all authority in 

Heaven and Earth committed to Him.  Sun-

day, May 23 is Pentecost Sunday, a day 

sacred to Jews and Christians.  Pentecost 

was a Jewish festival before it had any 

Christian connotations.  Pentecost was one 

of the three great Jewish pilgrimage feasts 

commanded by God to recall and rehearse 

His mighty acts for Israelôs salvation.  It 

came to be associated with Godôs provision 

of the barley crop and the first fruits of the 

wheat crop.  It also was associated with the 

anniversary of Godôs giving of the Torah to 

Moses and the children of Israel.  In the 

Church it is remembered as the day Christ 

poured out the Holy Spirit upon the Apos-

tles, empowering them for ministry and des-

ignating the Apostolic community as the 

place from which God would mediate for-

giveness, as the Temple had been. 

   Thursday, May 6, there will be a Prayer 

Service at noon in the Sanctuary.  May 6 is 

the National Day of Prayer.  With our na-

tion at war and with our enemies ever clear 

about their intent to destroy our way of life, 

a National Day of Prayer seems very appro-

priate as we seek the leadership of God for 

our nation. 

   Donôt forget Sunday, May 9, is Motherôs 

Day.  Motherôs Day was first celebrated in a 

little Methodist church in Grafton, West 

Virginia, as two daughters sought to honor 

their mother for her spiritual nurture and her 

godly character.  It is a tradition that has 

spread across our nation and reminds us that 

our mothers not only give us life but often 
are the primary spiritual influences in our 

lives as well.  May Godôs richest blessings 

be upon our moms and upon us as we re-

member and honor them. 



 

 

Cary Koepke 

Mrs. Wishy-Washy 
Ms. Cary has a very 

important job at our 

church as the Director of 

Childrenôs Ministries.  

Her smiles, enthusiasm 

and dedication are amazing and a real blessing to the children 

who are nurtured through our churchôs programs.  Ms. Cary is 

an extremely focused worker who has a fun and lively spirit.  

I love the way that she makes every aspect of her job such an 

important mission of the church.  Sunday School - Club 56 -

Vacation Bible School-Kingdom Kids; each of these major 

programs are given her special loving and creative touch.  In 

Sunday School recently, she led a class on prayer with the 4th 

graders and had the children make prayer boxes in which to 

keep their recorded prayers.  At the same time, Catherine 

Hilliard led the childrenôs parents in a discussion about how 

to pray with and for their children.  My son, Marshall, is in 

this 4th grade Sunday School and has known Ms. Cary for 

many years.  In his words, ñMs. Cary is fun and I really liked 

making my prayer box.  She teaches us to pray for others.ò  

My daughter, Madeline, is 11 and participates in the Club 56 

ministry.  She says, ñSheôs nice and helpful when she teaches  

us at church. She has great activities that she plans and 

she really takes the time to help us.ò 

   In addition to Ms. Caryôs full-time job at church, she is 

spending some time in a kindergarten class at Marshe 

Pointe Elementary School in Palm Beach Gardens.  I 

have had the privilege of working alongside Ms. Cary in 

her kindergarten class and have admired her humor, 

generosity, patience, creativity, kindness and affirmation 

with her little charges.  One fun program that she created 

was the opportunity for her students to ñbuyò lemonade, 

candy and other goodies on Fridays with the pennies they 

earned throughout the week. 

   Ms. Caryôs lively spirit comes out in many ways.  One 

recent opportunity that I had to experience this was 

seeing her dress up and portray Mrs. Wishy-Washy, a 

character in a childrenôs book.  Ms. Cary sang the Mrs. 

Wishy-Washy song with her students and read the book 

to them while dressed up in full character.  The children 

were so excited to actually meet Mrs. Wishy-Washy!!  

Another memorable experience I had with her was 

helping her create a farm book with each student ï crafts, 

writing and fun! 

   Ms. Cary has worked hard, stayed focused and 

organized, and kept a smile on her face as she tirelessly 

ministers to the children of our church while also being a 

full -time student teacher.  You are a blessing to many.  

                                                      Ashlyn Montgomery 
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   My mother Eloise's lifelong example 

of servant hood has been an inspiration to 

her family and friends throughout her 86 

years. 

   She just recently gave up her monthly 

route to deliver "Meals on Wheels" 

through her church. Several years ago her 

route fell on Christmas Day and she 

never considered getting a substitute, 

instead she dressed as Mrs. Claus and 

cheerfully delivered to everyone with HO 

HO HO'S that spread God's good tidings 

to all.  Debbie Price and Beth 

Vandenberg 

   

 My mom, Jeanette Beyer, has 

always been my mentor. She 

taught her three young children to 

pray before meals and bedtime. 

Sunday School and church 

attendance were places we 

enjoyed. We were taught to tithe 

when we had our first jobs at 

thirteen. Giving was more 

important and joyful then 

receiving gifts. Manners were 

paramount in our home and No 

Meant No. I'm glad I wasn't  

spoiled. Mom had two or three 

jobs, but she never missed Parent-

teacher nights, chorus concerts 

and driving four of us to school. 

Before hand, we read a devotion, 

prayed and read the Bible. This 

was the only ñreligionò my friend 

had. Mom taught me, by example, 

how to be compassionate and care 

for all animals. No wonder, my 
favorite picture of Jesus is of Him 

carrying the lamb. I have been 

blessed with a wonderful mom.  

                         Diane Blackmon 

  

I am so proud of my mom, Donna 

Kranendonk.  She demonstrates such 

faith and courage living with multiple 

major health issues.  She never complains 

and is always grateful for what she 

has.  Through her example, I have seen 

the power of prayer and the strength that 

comes from trusting in God.  She is a gift 
and an inspiration to all who know her, 

and her family loves her very much.   

                               Shauna Kranendonk 

You may have tangible wealth untold; 

Caskets of jewels and coffers of gold. 

Richer than I you can never beé 

I had a mother who read to me. 

Strickland Gillilan  

òMany women do noble things,  

but you surpass them all.ó 

Charm is deceptive, and beauty fleeting; 

but a woman who fears the Lord  

is to be praised. 

Give her the reward she has earned, 

Ant let her works bring her praise  

at the city gate. Proverbs 31: 29-31 



 

 

   Weekly Devotional 
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Dear Bruce and Janet, 
   Thank you so much for 
all of your help in the 
Quantum House garden 
these past few months. We 
are so appreciative of your 
time, skills and enthusiasm, 
and the other master 
gardeners have loved the 
extra hands! Hope to see 
you again when you return 
to Florida. 
 Sincerely,  
Quantum House Staff 

   During the week of April 10-17, over 230 members and 

friends of First Presbyterian Church went out into our 

community to serve.  Our very first ñCommunity Serve 

Weekò was a goal of the Mission Committee to live out the 

commands of Christ to care for the overlooked and ignored, to 

give action to our faith, and to bring our church community 

together by serving.  There were a variety of projects during 

the weeké.from working with Habitat for Humanity, to 

painting houses with both JAY ministry and Urban Youth 

Impact.   We also picked corn for the poor, served the poor and 

homeless at St. Georgeôs, packed medical supplies and shipped 

them to Haiti, cooked meals for shut-ins in our congregation, 

helped Missionary Flights International, cheered participants at 

the Special Olympics, cleaned at Real Life Childrenôs Ranch, 

and served the homeless in West Palm Beach.  Some church 

members even came up with their own projects for the week!  

Because of your involvement in Community Serve Week, the 

poor were fed and provided with housing, foster children were 

encouraged, the homeless were cared for, the lonely were 

visited, the destitute in Haiti received medical supplies, the 

forgotten were remembered, and the overlooked were loved.  

There were many highlights of the week and I will share a few 

with you.  First, it was very inspiring to work with our local 

mission partners.  Many of them serve behind the scenes and 

are faithful day in and day out to the ministries God has called 

them to do.  It was very special to serve alongside of them 

during the week.  Secondly, it was wonderful to see so many 

families serving together.  It was exciting to see so many 

parents setting an example for their children of what it means 

to be a follower of Jesus.  Thirdly, it was great to see all ages 

of our church family serve together.  This was an 

intergenerational event and provided an opportunity for both 

young (3 was the youngest) and old (91 was the oldest) to 

spend time together.  Fourthly, a special thank you goes to our 

youth and college ministry department and childrenôs ministry 

department for engaging in Community Serve week.  And 

lastly, it was very exciting that many desire to do this again.  It 

is so important to remember why the church existsé.to share 

the love of Christ with the world around us.  We do this when 

we share the gospel.  We also do this when we live the gospel. 

                                                                              Ron Hilliard  

    April 10-17, 2010 

òAnd the King will say, ôI tell you 
the truth, when you did it to 
one of the least of these my 

brothers and sisters,  
you were doing it to Me!õ ò  

Matthew 25:40 

Ric Hallquist at Missionary 

Flights International 

Catherine Hilliard, Debbie Tabor, 

Joyce Mosley, Susan Fonger,  

at Urban Youth Impact 

Ron enjoying picking sweet 

corn in the Glades. 

Tracy Meinke & Nancy Chapin 

Travis and Maura with Middle 

School Youth Group 

Darren Ebersole, Marshall 

Howard and Jim Bennett-Habitat 

Bill Greenman with Danielle 

 and Hannah 

At Habitat House: Forrest 

Stevens, Dave Schultz, Trey 

Darby, Mike Kaniec 

At J.A.Y. Ministries 


