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What A Pastor! 

   What Senior pastor of a large church the size of First Pres would, or 

better yet could, take time out of his busy schedule to spend a week at Fun 

Arts Camp, teaching middle schoolers how to tie knots, bait a hook, add  

lures and whatever else fishing entails? That is exactly what your pastor 

did and loved every minute.  He said ñI canôt believe they pay me to do 

this.ò 

   And not only did he teach them about fishing, he actually took middle 

school kids out in a boat and they caught fish! 

   When you obey the Word of God, you do what it says.  Not only did our 

pastor teach them to catch fish, he taught them about being fishers of men. 

   Look for Luckyôs next article in the October issue of First Press.  But as 

for now, your pastor has GONE FISHINô. 
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   Everything is so new. 

Holidays and birthdays are 

met  wi th  wide-eyed 

excitement and anticipation.  

Tim said ñChristmas was 

amazingò. The children even 

prayed for Santa. The main 

focus of this year has been 

to help the children feel 

comfortable, like they 

belong, and to teach them 

that when people go away, 

they also come back.  They 

had been abandoned in their 

previous life, and needed to 

feel the security that love and stability provides for them. 

  The Gooley children, like any children, need discipline as 

well as love, and Tim and Joni are reminded each day that 

they get to be the loving parents and not just caregivers. 

Each of them are coming to understand that discipline is 

also love. The children are also loved and adored by their 

four big brothers. The boys make special efforts to come 

home to be with the little ones and bond with them. All 

children need the assurance of permanence that family 

brings. 

   When I asked, ñWhy did God choose these three kids?ò 

They do not know why, but Tim replied ñWe were just 

being obedient to Godôs planò. Tim said that all 11 children 

in the orphanage have been adopted. That brought tears to 

my eyes as I thought about how blessed all these children 

are and how God loves them. Pochi is now selecting other 

children for the orphanage and future adoption. She asked 

for prayers as she selects the children. In Ethiopia there are 

over 4,500,000. orphans who need homes. How do you 

chose? We pray that God will lead Pochi to the ones He has 

chosen. 

   The Bible tells us to whom much is given, much is 

expected. God tells us to care for the widows and orphans. 

He also assures us of abundant life and joy in knowing Him 

and doing His work.. We are all adopted by God and He 

will not abandon us, just as He did not abandon these great 

kids. He gave them to Tim and Joni, and to all of us. 

   Tim recommends, to get a real feel for the plight of the 

kids in Ethiopia, reading: There Is No Me Without You. 

                                                                           Betty Percy 

The Gooleys: What A Difference a Year Makes 
   One year has passed since 

Tim and Joni trusted God 

and added three beautiful 

children from Ethiopia to 

their family. What has this 

year brought to that home 

and these children?   

   In an early interview with 

Joni, she said ñWe have a 

whole church to help us 

raise these childrenò and 

that is proving true each and 

every day. Mita and Endale, 

were enrolled in Pre school 

here at First Pres last year, 

and were patiently embraced 

and loved by the teachers and staff. Everything was so very 

new to the children; so the teachers were ñJesus with skin on 

for these kidsò. Various women members have volunteered 

to babysit, giving Tim and Joni a few ñmuch neededò nights 

out. ñThere are so many of you who have been invaluable to 

us and to the kids and we are truly grateful for your love, 

care and helpfulness.ò 

   When I asked Tim what has happened this year, he replied, 

ñMiracles, miracles and more miracles!ò He was amazed at 

how quickly they learned English. Tim told me Bilu was 

reading on grade level after only one year and I jokingly 

asked, ñIs that in English or Amharic?ò Bilu was also the 

outstanding math student in his class at Lake Park Elemen-

tary where Joni works. 

   Ear infections are very common in children, and in a third 

world country like Ethiopia, most ear infections go un-

treated, so without amoxicillin, 50% of children suffer from 

hearing loss and deteriorated ear drums. This year, Mita has 

had two ear surgeries and has had both ear drums rebuilt, but 

her doctor believes she wonôt need her hearing aid in another 

six months; and, they have all had their inoculations, another 

thing missing in Ethiopia. The wonders of medicine. 

   Initially, one of the biggest obstacles was the family dog, 

Mollie. They saw her as a threat, like a lion living in the 

house. The children were terrified. Now Mita lovingly calls 

her ñMy Mollieò and loves the dog; and Endy, as all boys 

want to be like Dad, says he wants ñnaked hairò like Timôs.  

   The children arrived with only the clothes on their backs. 

Now they swim, ride bikes, and enjoy all the things that 

other kids their age do. They have gained about 10 pounds 

each, with spaghetti being their favorite food, and they are 

especially good at doing the Seminole tomahawk chop.  

   Bilu excels in soccer and loves the game. When Tim asked 

him if he scored any goals, Bilu replied, ñall of them.ò He 
makes friends easily and each day introduces Tim to ñhis 

new friend.ò Mita is taking ballet at the Esther Center,  Bal-

let is so far removed from Ethiopia that Tim is sure you 

wouldnôt even find a tutu in Addis Abada. Endy is yet too 

young for all these activities. 

The Gooley kids: Jesse, Endale, Mita, Graham,  

Bilu, Gabe, and Taylor along with Mollie the dog. 

Thank You   The Hannan, Boushie and Capehart 

families want to express our deepest gratitude for the 

outpouring of Godôs love that has been showered upon us 
in so many ways during this difficult loss. Many Thanks to 

you, our dear family in Christ Jesus. Your expressions of 

love have been of great comfort and will continue to help 

us heal. To God be the glory.                       Cindy Hannan 


