
 

 

and service but not study, 

we hope to encourage folks 

to take the next step.  If a 

member is a student of the 

Word and regular in worship 

but not actively involved in 

some form of ministry, we 

hope to encourage that 

member to take the next step 

and enter into the joy of service as well. 

   All through the summer and through most 

of November we will be proceeding through 

what the liturgical calendar calls Ordinary 

Time.  I have already described my thoughts 

on Ordinary Time in a prior newsletter 

article.  However, between the Ascension of 

Christ to the right hand of God and the 

Second Coming, we have the opportunity to 

evangelize, to reach out in ministries of 

service, and to grow in our capacity and 

knowledge of God and His mission. We are 

to fill the world to come with disciples who 

have learned to trust God in the various 

times, seasons, and situations of life.  His last 

words before his martyrdom by the Roman 

Emperor Nero were this command in ñ2 
Peter 3:18éGrow in the grace and 

knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus 

Christ.ò  This is an imperativeéa 

commandénot just a helpful suggestion.  It 

is also the path of life for all Christian 

believers.  I challenge all of us to seek the 

Lord as to how he would have us grow in this 

coming year. 

   This has been a great summer at First Pres 

and in our Childrenôs Ministries. VBS, 

Music Camp, and Fun Arts Camp were 

well attended and the children were blessed 

with the leadership of Cary Koepke and Jay 

Arnn, and the  volunteers that helped to 

make these programs so successful.           

My many thanks to all.  
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Seek The Lord Through Worship, Study and Service 

A ugust and September bring our sum-

mer activities to an end and bring us to 

the beginning of our regular year program-

ming.  This coincides with the academic 

year and this is fitting as the Church func-

tions as a local seminary.  Our task in this 

period between the First Coming of Christ 

and the Second Coming of Christ is to Be 

and Make Disciples.  Disciple making is 

primarily an educational task in which rab-

bis teach students the content and meaning 

of the Bible and the real life application of 

Biblical truth to real life situations. 

   Jesus, as a rabbi, continuously taught His 

disciples the Bible and applied the truth of it 

to the real life situations they encountered in 

their daily lives and ministries.  They regu-

larly dealt with these kinds of questionsé

What does the Bible say?  What does the 

Bible mean?  How is the Bible to be obeyed 

in some given situation?  This is still the 

way we learn the Bible.  We study it aca-

demically.  We discuss it and perhaps argue 

about it.  We seek to obey what we under-

stand the Bible to say. 

   The leadership of First Presbyterian 

Church has long believed that God has 

called us to be a church grounded in, 

founded upon, and governed by our best 

understanding of what the Bible says.  It is 

an essential mission of this church to teach 

and preach the Bible.  The teaching ministry 

of the church is at the core of why we exist. 

  On August 26th our Wednesday evening 

dinners and classes will begin.  We believe 

that disciples are lifelong learners.  We be-

lieve that the life of a disciple is character-

ized by regular worship, regular study of the 

Bible, and regular service in ministry.  We 

have dubbed this focus Worship Plus Two.  
In the fall, we intend to gather the members 

of the congregation that we can identify as 

being Worship Plus Two disciples.  If a 

member is currently involved in worship  



 

 

Music Notes  
Wednesday  August 26th     Ringers of Joy 5:00 pm Choir Room 

Wednesday  August 26th     Childrenôs Choir 6:00 pm Choir Room 

Thursday     August 27th     Sanctuary Choir Rehearsals 7:00 pm Sanctuary 

Thursday   September 10th  Evening Handbell Rehearsals 6:00 pm Choir Room 

Tuesday      October 13th     Sanctuary Bells Rehearsal 9:00 am Choir Room 
 

   Are you a musician hiding in the FPC congregation?  The Sanctuary Choir is 

looking for you to become an active participant.  We sing at the 9:30 and 11:00 

services and rehearse on Thursday evenings.  We would love to have you join 

us.  Our Thursday rehearsals will resume on Thursday evening, August 27th and 

that would be a wonderful time for you to begin.      

   The First Presbyterian Church Concert Band is a newly formed musical 

group that began last fall.  Since then, we have played at numerous services and 

one concert.  We have three dates scheduled this fall and are looking for 

additional players for our ensemble.  This group is for all ages from Advanced 

Middle School Band Students to semi-professionals.  All instruments are needed, 

but we especially need oboes and bassoons.  The time commitment for this 

ensemble is very light, since we rehearse once per service/concert.  If you would 

be interested in joining this ensemble, please contact Jay Arnn, Director of 

Music, at 561-622-8818 ext. 131. 
 

 
Do you welcome others as if  
you were welcoming Jesus?  

 
άWhoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes the 

one who sent me.ò  Matthew 10:40 

   In this passage Jesus reminds us of whom we represent when we welcome 

others into the Body of Christ.  Welcoming others in Jesusô name is directly 

linked to welcoming Jesus and from there to welcoming God.  

   Next Sunday look for those Jesus calls you to notice and welcome them in His 

name.   Go out of your way even if you feel awkward or if it is inconvenient and  

invite people into some aspect of the church's ministry.  Welcome others as you 

would welcome Jesus.                                          Fellowship Committee 
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Save A Life ð Give Blood  
Blood Drive/  

Pancake Breakfast 

Sunday, September 20th  

8:00 am ð1:30 pm 

Fellowship Hall 
Your gift will provide a safe and 

adequate blood supply to our 9 Palm 

Beach county hospitals, to Hospice, 

the South Bone Marrow Center and 

the many Surgi Centers of Palm 

Beach County. 

Interested in 

Membership  
   The next Inquirers/New Members 

Class will be held during the weekend 

of  September 12th and 13th in the 

Fellowship Hall. Class will be held 

on Saturday from 8:30 am-1:00 pm 

and on Sunday from 8:30-11:30 am.  

Childcare is provided.  

   If you would like to register or have 

questions about the class, stop by the 

Information Kiosk on Sunday or 

contact Sara McDonnell by phone  

at 685-0362 or by email at 
mcdonnell.sara@gmail.com. 
    

North 
Palm Beach  

Country Club  

Golf from 3:30 -6:00 pm 
Saturday, September 9th  

Swimming & Food 6:00 -9:00 pm 

For more information and to 
RSVP, Contact Cindy Medlin at 

the church office 622 -8818 
Games, swimming, food and fun 

for the whole family  

In the city streets of Mogadishu, Somalia, Jeff was faced with his 
greatest fears. He was forced to rely on his skills and his òbullet-

proof faithó to bring him through some of the most intense 
combat the U.S. Military has seen since the Vietnam War. 

And Golf Tournament  
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   Traveling to Budapest to present our ballet of the story of 

Queen Esther was an amazing privilege.  I could not have 

even imagined a year ago that I would have been given the 

opportunity to participate in such a rewarding experience.  

God, of course, was with us as at every turn, transition and 

obstacle.  

   Sixteen years ago I started my ballet school, The Esther 

Center, and had dreamed of some day creating a ballet that 

would tell the story of Queen Esther.  

The work has at times been almost 

overwhelming, but also an amazing way 

to lean on God.  The fact that I was able 

to make this journey with so many people 

that are part of my ñinner circleò was a 

true treat.  My husband, my daughter, 

my son, two of my favorite faculty members, and my 

wonderful student dancers were all with me.  Knowing each 

other so well from the onset, allowed us to be very present 

with God and in the task at hand. 

   Sixteen (eight who are members of First Pres) left on June 

5, 2009 for a 10 day mission trip to Budapest.  We partnered 

with First Pres missionary, Steve Johnson, and his team 

from Youth With A Mission, known as YWAM .  We 

went with the purpose of supporting him and his ministry in 

a new and different way through dance, with our ballet to the 

Hungarian people.   We performed in a prison, a girlôs 

facility, a subway station, a 

YWAM coffeehouse, and a 

restored movie theater.  

Watching the dancers as 

they encountered the 

difficulties of each new 

performance and knowing 

they would handle them 

with grace and trust in God, 

made me tear up more than 

once.  Godôs touch on our 

lives is often so personal that it is hard for anyone else to 

understand why we are moved by certain things:  I was 

touched by a golden yellow wall, the tolling of church bells 

at noon and Godôs obvious and almost tangible presence in a 

subway station.  Those moments were as if God was 

whispering to me, ñI Amò.  

   The missionaries in former soviet block countries have 

been given a very difficult task to reach those raised in fear 

and disbelief.  As I learned of their struggles, saw them in 
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action and helped them to reach the people of Budapest, I 

was honored.  I feel grateful that they also trusted that God 

had a purpose in our visit.  A ballet company is not your 

usual missionary team! 

   The team consisted of Colleen Smith, Scott Smith, Pat 

Smith, Lily Ojea, Eric Emerson, Catherine Hilliard, 

Marshall Levin, Taylor Markwith (all First Pres members) 

as well as Katherine Cloninger, Jessica Haley, Betsey 

Anne Isiminger, Marinna Kus, Ben Linn, Cassie 

Robinson, Daylan Sleva, and Tracie Woods.  Here are 

some highlights of the trip: 

* Taylor ï Performing ñEstherò at the womenôs prison and 

going to the top of St. Stephenôs Basilica.  I saw God 

while we performed ñDaily Gracesò in the chaotic 

subway.  God gave us the strength to clear our minds and 

to focus despite all the confusion of our surroundings. 

* Eric ï It was cool how many people stopped and 

watched us in the subway station.  I saw God work 

everything out with the good weather, good hospitality, 

our good guides, and how we could manage where we 

danced, whether it was on a wood floor, or on bricks in a 

courtyard. 

* Lily ï When we arrived at the prison and I saw the 

courtyard  with its uneven, scratchy surface, I immediately 

tried to convince everyone that this was impossible, and 

that we should back out.  In the end, we did perform, and 

God seemed to have a very easy time proving me wrong.  

I think it was our best performance.  I was so thankful to 

have been so sorely mistaken.  That performance is the 

only one where there were pictures taken, too, so I will 

always have photos to remind me of my doubt, and Godôs 

faithfulness. 

* Catherine ï I loved the opportunity to experience life 

and ministry in a new and different culture.  I saw God 

each day work out the details of everything we did - the 

transportation, where we lived, communicating through 

our interpreters, partnering with the missionaries, and 

watching the Hungarian people respond to each dance 

performance. 

* Scott ï I enjoyed being in the YWAM house, meeting 

people from around the world, understanding a little more 

about their culture and seeing their commitment to Christ. 

   God truly blessed the entire experience and we are 

grateful not only for Godôs faithful presence, but also for 

the privilege it is to serve such an awesome God. 

                  Colleen Smith 

Mission of DanceðBudapest, Hungary 

Colleen and Scott 

In the Subway 

Thank Yous: 
   We wish to express our many thanks and appreciation for all 

the cards, telephone calls, beautiful flowers, visits and 

especially the prayers on Allanôs behalf during his illness. 

Your kindness, care, and concern meant so much to us. 

                                                        Allan and Glenda Schultz 

   Jack and I would like to thank everyone for the 

thoughts and prayers, the calls and cards, the delicious 

meals, and for helping Jack so he could go to the store 

during the time of healing when I was not able.  

   My surgery was not needed, and that was a miracle gift 

from our heavenly Father.                        Carol Wiersma  



 

 

And Grandma's too...  
While we honor all our mothers 
with words of love and praise. 
While we tell about their  
Goodness and their kind and 
loving ways. 
We should also think of 
Grandma, 
she's a mother too, you see.... 
For she mothered my dear 
mother 

as my mother mothers me.  
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    Women o f the Church  

Womenõs Evening Circle 
All ladies are invited. 

Monday evening, August 24th 

7:00 pm in the Fellowship Hall Room D 
We will continue our study of  

The Sermon on the Mount (lesson11) 
 

Monday evening, September 21st 

7:00 pm in the Fellowship Hall, Room D 

We will be studying lesson #12 of  

ñThe Sermon on the Mountò 

Beverages and light refreshments are provided.  

Call Debbie at 622-8818 ext 107 for more information. 

Womenõs Morning Circle 
All ladies are invited. 

August 18th, 9:30am 

At the home of Elinor Erni  

5403 Red Oak Court (Sun Terrace) PBG 

We will continue the study of  

Acts, chapter 13 
 

September 15th, 9:30am  

At the home of Jane Sanders 

4602 Marlin Road, NPB 

A new study will begin by Becky Pippert 

For directions and or transportation call  

Pat Peroï691-4097 

 Women of the Church  
The Women of the Church Council members 

wish to extend an open invitation for all women 

attending First Pres to come to the monthly 

council meetings, Women in the Word and the 

upcoming Fall Fellowship Dinner. Joni Gooley 

is slated to be our speaker. All women in our 

church are automatically members of the "Women 

of the Church". It's a great opportunity to make 

new friends and to renew old acquaintances.  
New officers for the coming year include: 

     Moderator: Barbara Paschal 

     Vice Moderator: Katie Gardner  

     Secretary: Martha Bennett 

     Treasurer: Jane Sanders 

     Missions: Emily Hughes    

     Sunshine: Willie Albury 

     Historian: Betty Percy 

Committee members: Jean Allen, Maryanne 

McCauley, Vicki Copeland, Ginger Stump, 

Priscilla McKinnon, Suzette Warne, and Liz 

Walter.  

Fall Fellowship Dinner 
òLife With The Gooleysó 
Let us learn and celebrate as  

Joni Gooley  
shares with us  their new life   

Please join  women of First Pres on the night of 

September 14th 

6:00-8:00 pm in the Fellowship Hall 

Tara and Mark Herold  
on the birth of their son 

 Bradey Glen  
born on May 19, 2009 

a brother for Liam 

Marissa and Chet Johnson  
on the birth of their son 

Easton Bale   

born June 25, 2009 

A brother for Jocelyn and Carter 

Amy and Brian Wright  
on the birth of their daughter 

Morgan Allwyn  
born on July 3, 2009 

Congratulations to  

Thank You: Vera wanted to let you  know how much she 

appreciated all the cards, calls, prayers and kind thoughts that have 

been sent from dear friends at First Pres. ñThank you so much. They 

have all cushioned the sadness I have felt at Zenonôs passing.ò  (Vera 

wrote,) ñI am doing just fine and think God placed us here for this 

time. The neighbors and the church family are great. The coffee group 

gathered over a thousand dollars for a memorial for Zenon. The 

money was used to put up a flag pole and memorial wall. Zenon 

would be proud as he felt so blessed to be an American Citizen.ò 

                      Vera Kobiako 

Women In  
The Word 

starts 
Thursday,  

September 10th 
9:30ñ11:30 am 

In the Fellowship Hall 
All women are invited 
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   Lee: The Last Years 
presidency of Washington College at 

a time when there was little money 

and few students.  In a matter of 

months he transformed the school 

with many new courses and 

innovative ideas. He knew every 

student and was admired, respected 

and loved by all.  While one would 

think that a former military 

commander would set strict rules, 

there were no rules needed because 

students were eager to live up to his 

expectations. 

   Quotations from letters written to 

and from him reveal much about his 

character.   

By Randy  

Lee was loved by the entire South, 

and the more that people in the North 

knew of him, the more that respect 

and admiration spread throughout the 

country. He encouraged the 

thousands who looked to him and 

had a great influence on the way 

people were able to pick up the 

pieces and re-build.  He refused to be 

bitter, to speak badly of others, or to 

compromise his beliefs.  This book 

gives the reader a glimpse of an 

amazing person as well as  some 

understanding of that difficult period 

of our history.            Carolyn Weda 

 

By Charles Bracelen Flood 

SGD FNNKDX½R INTQMDX NE

Obedience  
 

Part 3: Going to get our kids  

   When we last wrote, we asked for prayers for the June 2nd 

court date.  Your prayers were definitely heard and God 

showed up and showed off again! On that date, the papers 

for the Gooleyôs and others were to be presented to the 

Judge. In looking through the paper work, it was discovered 

that one crucial paper was missing from all the cases, thus 

the procedure was postponed.  In Ethiopia, when something 

is postponed, it could take another 10 days, two weeks or 

months. So many cases do not get the courtsô approval the 

first time.  As the clerk looked through the paperwork of the 

Gooleyôs, it was discovered that the missing paper was 

indeed present.  They immediately petitioned the Judge and 

she agreed to review the case and gave the final approval the 

very next day! 

   The day before the family left for Ethiopia I sat down with 

Joni to get her thoughts and feelings as they set out on this 

adventure of obedience. Joni was amazingly cool and calm.  

She was just relieved to have all the prep and paper work 

over.  For a year, this has been all consuming and now she 

just wanted to get this behind and get on with the rest of 

their lives with their new children.  Joni just wanted to sit on 

the floor and play with the 

kids.  Joni reported that Tim 

was much more visibly 

expressive in his anticipation 

of  the ir  new fami ly. 

Something new for Tim! 

   Joni has been busy 

transforming their home from 

a young menôs home, to a 

home for young children. They 

have painted and fixed up 

rooms for the kids. This will be a totally new experience 

having a girl in the family. 

   Tim and Joni along with their son, Taylor, flew from 

Washington, DC on July 10th arriving in Ethiopia on July 

12th (Taylorôs Grandfather provided his ticket insisting 

that ñHe is the vital link to the new brothers these children 

will have.ò) Gabe also traveled with them leaving from 

NYC and meeting them in Africa. They each took  a large 

bag containing toys and things for the orphanage. The 

children will be prepared on  their first visit to the 

orphanage and then  Joni and Tim will pick up the kids on 

the 14th. It is a very sensitive time at the orphanage, as 

there is great joy for the three children who have a new 

family and parents, yet a hard time for the eight others 

who are not yet blessed with families. When the children 

leave the orphanage, they leave with only the clothes on 

their back.  They take nothing else with them. The boys 

remain excited about their new siblings. The family will 

go to Greenville, SC, so Graham can meet his new 

brothers and sister.  Jesse, from Afghanistan, emails many 

questions about the kids.  Even across the world, family is 

so important to Jesse and those in our Armed Forces. 

   Joni and Tim are more convinced than ever that this is 

Godôs plan for these 3 kids and their family. At times it is 

totally scary, but then God shows up and that makes it so 

obvious that it is His plan and He will carry it out. They 

have found First Pres to be very supportive and 

encouraging and they appreciate all the thoughts, prayers 

and support in the many ways it has been shown. 

   In talking about the children, the youngest boy and the 

girl will attend pre-school at First Pres,                                                              

the oldest boy will attend Lake Park Elementary, where 

Joni serves as guidance counselor. Joniôs older sister 

Charlotte, will be coming to help Tim & Joni with the 

children in the beginning of August.   

 In Octoberï At Home With The Gooleys.    Betty Percy 

   Because Robert E. Lee is often referred 

to as one of the greatest leaders America 

has produced, I wanted to find a good 

book about him.   I did not want to read 

about battles, nor did reading about the 

end of his life sound appealing.  How-

ever, Lee: The Last Years turned out to 

be a fascinating book.  After the surren-

der at Appomattox that ended the Civil 

War, Lee started his journey back to his 

family.  He had no home, no source of 

income, and was showing the signs of a 

bad heart, but he did an incredible 

amount of good in the five years that 

remained. Many opportunities were pre-

sented to him, but he accepted the  

Behailu, age 6 

Endale, age 3 
Meskerem, age 4 
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Wednesday Night at First Pres  
Family Dinners & Classes  

August 26th ñDecember 2nd  

Dinner at 5:30 pm ñClasses at 6:30 pm  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  The Practice of Godliness-using the book by Jerry 

Bridges we will explore the ways that God works in our 

lives to produce Christian character.  As we learn to center 

our lives on God, the fruit of the Spirit is formed in our 

livesé.love, joy, kindness, and faithfulness.  Led by Rev. 

Hilliard.  

   Foundations of our Faith-you are invited to come and 

learn the basics of what we believe concerning our faith.  

Topics such as prayer, Godôs attributes, the work of the 

Holy Spirit, spiritual gifts, and the person of Christ will be 

studied. 

   Anointed, Redeemed, Transformed: The Life of 

David-using a new curriculum by Beth Moore and others. 

We will study the life of David. This is a class for women. 

$2000 to the Gethsemane church for ministry and $2000 

to the Matanzas Presbytery for their work.  

   We are in the process of trying to get dates for future 

trips.  Right now the greatest need for the church in San 

Jose is for ongoing encouragement.  It is amazing how 

much our relationship means to them.  They said a couple 

of times that they arenôt interested in money, but are 

interested in being in relationship with us.  Ron is working 

on trying to get a group of pastors from our Presbytery to 

travel down sometime in the Fall.    He thinks this is one 

goal that we can help make happen.  If we can develop a 

partnership plan before this trip, then we can have some 

good conversations with the pastors who travel and invite 
them to make a commitment to be a partner.  Please 

continue to keep the pastors and the churches in Cuba in 

your prayers. 

 

   Join us for our Fall semester of Wednesday night classes.  

It is our mission as a church to equip all followers of Christ 

to be servants in our world.  We believe that all followers 

are called to worship God, study His Word, and serve in a 

ministry in our church or out in the world.   We see the pur-

pose of all of our classes to help Christ followers grow in 

their knowledge of God, their relationship with Jesus, and in 

their understanding of the ministries they are called to par-

ticipate in.  We invite you to come and be ñequippedò as a 

follower of Christ! 

   Some of the classes being offered this Fall include: 

   Connecting with God-a spiritual formation class that will 

explore our relationship with God and practice ways of con-

necting through the spiritual disciplines.  Led by Catherine 

Hilliard.  

   Overview of the New Testament-a study of Matthew 

through Revelation.  Trace Godôs story through the life of 

Christ and His church as we gain an understanding of the 

entire New Testament.  Led by Rev. Arnold. 

   On May 22th, a group of 12 college students, Suds, Dean  

Millward, and Ron returned to Cuba for 7 days. One of the 

parents went along also.   A couple of things they learned on 

this trip for the futureé.. 

   *Baseball is a great way to reach the people.  Every time 

we played it drew a crowd! We may plan a baseball type 

trip in the future. 

   *We had a lot of interaction with people since we stayed 

in San Jose.  This was nice as we got to really start to know 

them.   

   *Pastor Dopico did a great job once again of making our 

arrangements.  He did a great job of providing interaction 

with our college age people and their young people.   

   *We took a lot more medicine this time.  We also took 

lots of childrenôs ministry items.  They have been using both 

as an ongoing ministry to people in the community.   

   *We took down four lap top computers.   We left one in 

San Jose, and Pastor Dopico was going to distribute the oth-

ers to churches that did not have a computer.  They are try-

ing to network the churches in the presbytery so they can 
stay better in touch.   

   You will be pleased to know that the session of our church 

approved the Gethsemane church in San Jose being a  

sister church.  Also the mission committee approved giving 

Update on Cuba  

Equipping Center  

ñEquipping of the saints for the work of ministryéò Ephesians 4:12 

Menu 

Aug 26th    Chicken Penne 

Sept 2nd     Shepherdôs Pie 

Sept 9th      Poppy Seed Chicken 

Sept 16th    Roast Pork 

Sept 23rd    Chicken Cacciatore 

Sept 30th    Salisbury Steak 

Ringers of Joyééé..5:00 

Childrenõs Choiréé..6:00 

Kingdom Kidséééé6:30 

Club 56éééé. é...6:30 

Adultsé$7.00 

K-5th gradeé    

 $3.00 

Family Maxé

 $20.00 

Reservations by prior 

Monday  


