
 

 

We believe that disciples are 

ministers in training. We 

believe that ministers in 

training are characterized by 

c e r t a i n  s p i r i t u a l 

disciplineséDisciples, we 

believe, are regular in 

worship, regular in study or 

growth in their knowledge 

of Godôs Word, and regular in some form of 

service or ministry.  It is our goal that every 

member of the Church be a disciple, that is, 

be a Worship Plus Two believer.  I hope 

you will use this grid as a tool in evaluating 

how you might approach this coming year. 

   Our Wednesday Night Dinners and 

Classes will resume for a kick off night on 

January 13 as new classes will be 

introduced.  If you are not already involved 

in a growth opportunity, Wednesday night 

offers a great place to have a good dinner and  

be fed on Godôs Word.  Wednesday nights 

have become one of the primary adult 

learning opportunities at First Pres.  Check it 

out.  It is a wonderful opportunity to meet 

people as well as grow in your faith and 

faithfulness to Jesus. 

   I  want to  encourage you to save the dates 

of January 29, 30, 31.  This will be the 

weekend of our Annual Discipleship  

Conference.  Dr. Scott Hafemann of Gordon

-Conwell Theological Seminary returns as 

our Bible teacher. He will be accompanied 

by Rev. Jim Martin, the National Director for 

Church Mobilization for International Justice 

Mission, not to be confused with Dr. Jim 

Martin of Bible World Seminars, who has 

lead our study trips to the Middle East.  Our 

desire is to see our missions, individually and 

as a local congregation, in the larger context 

of what God is doing in history and 

throughout the world. Happy New Year!  

May 2010 be a great year for you 

in your life as a disciple of Jesus! 

Volume  8, Issue 1   January, 2010 

First Press                                                                      

Inside this Issue: 
 

Senior News  

Published monthly, except June/July and August/September 

 

See Inside foré 

& Discipleship 

Conference  

& Sisters In Christ 

Luncheon 

& First Care Baby 

Shower  

& Letter From Cuba  

& Wednesday Night 

Dinner and Classes 

& Piano Recital 

Lucky 

 

 

2010, A New Year For Discipleship 

L ast January I wrote to you of the Ses-

sionôs decisions to hold the line on ex-

penses in the face of economic headwinds.  

We reduced staff, and sought to cut costs as 

well as increase revenues.  The Finance 

Committee in general and the Stewardship 

sub-committee in particular, recommended 

that we address a concern of spending down 

available cash for unbudgeted capital ex-

penses.  The Session approved an Annual 

Giving Campaign and through the gener-

ous gifts of the members and friends of the 

congregation, the church was able to raise 

sufficient funds for the capital expenses of 

2009.  I am pleased to say it does not appear 

that we will need to make further cuts to 

staff or expenses to make our 2010 budget.  

In another move to control costs, our own 

team of sextons, Mr. Will Lott and Mr. Jim 

Medlin, have taken on the mowing and 

landscaping duties of the grounds of the 

church.  While this saves the church money 

each month many of you have commented 

that the grounds have never looked better.  

When you see these men, please encourage 

them for jobs well done.  Further, I am 

grateful to a whole team of volunteers who 

have  taken up the receptionist duties. They 

areéWillie Albury, Jean Allen, Shirley 

Alley, Nelle Ball, Harriet Barre, Sally Es-

cott, Martha Holtslaw, Suzanne Ives, Bar-

bara Kenall, Libby Leffler, Ann Pennington, 

Pat Pero, Ellen Reed, Dottie Ryan, Jane 

Sanders, and Janet SeatonéPlease thank 

them for their service and generosity. 

   January is a time in our culture for step-

ping back and taking notice of improve-

ments that can and should be made.  New 

Yearôs resolutions can be spiritually impor-

tant, mid-course corrections, that help us 
readjust our aim at being the disciples Christ 

has called us to be.  I  remind you of the 

grid we have been using for discipleship, 

which we have called Worship Plus Two.  
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Discipleship Conference  
January 28 -31, 2010 

The Missional Church: Getting Out of the Pews  
and Into the World 

 

Featuring Key Note Speaker: 
     Jim Martin of International Justice Mission 
 

Jim Martin is the National Director of Church Mobilization 

for International Justice Mission. IJM is a human rights 

agency that secures justice for victims of slavery, sexual 

exploitation and other forms of violent oppression. IJM 

lawyers, investigators and aftercare professionals work with 

local governments to ensure victim rescue, to prosecute 

perpetrators and to strengthen the community and civic 

factors that promote functioning public justice systems.  

   In his role as the National Director of Church 

Mobilization, Mr. Martin works to move churches to a 

deeper level of understanding of Godôs heart for justice and 

to action on behalf of the many victims of injustice around 

the world. Mr. Martin works with churches of all kinds, from 

those new to the work of IJM to seasoned partner churches 

doing the work of justice alongside IJM. 
 

Also featuring: 
Dr. Scott Hafemann 

Professor of New Testament  
at Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary 

 

Friday Night  
Scott Hafemann will teach on  
ñGod's Righteous Ruleò 
Jim Martin will speak on  
ñGetting Out of the Pewsò 

 

Saturday Morning  
Scott Hafemann will teach on  

ñChrist's Righteous Rule from Creation to New 
Creationò 

Jim Martin will speak on  
ñJustice as Discipleshipò 

 

Sunday Morning  
Scott Hafemann will teach on  

ñThe Church's Righteous Rule Now and Foreverò 
Jim Martin will preach on 

 ñThe Unfamiliar Passions of Godò 

 

Duo Piano Recital  
Featuring Internationally known pianists:  

Irena Kofman (Russia) 

and Andre De Groote (Belgium) 

Sunday, January 10, 2010  

3:00 pm In the Chapel  

Requested donation -$10.00  
 

Irena Kofman and Andre De Groote are ready to bring 

you a beautiful program combining the best of European 

& American classical music for piano duet. This team has 

been performing in major European venues and now is 

here to share their enthusiasm and love of the repertoire so 

generously given by the greatest composers  to this 

prestigious chamber music. 

Dr. Kofman  is currently a member of the FAU Music 

Department faculty, holds a doctor of musical arts degree 

from the University of Miami and a masters of music 

degree from the Moscow Conservatory in Russia. 

Andre De Groote, honorary professor of piano at the 

Brussels Conservatoire, has given numerous master 

classes in France, Germany, Spain and Japan. He has 

performed also in Africa, the Americas and the Middle 

and Far East. 

Blood Drive/  

Pancake Breakfast  
Sunday, January 24, 2010  

8:00 am ð1:30 pm 

    In the Youth Building  
 

Your gift will provide a safe and adequate blood supply to 

our 9  Palm Beach County hospitals, to Hospice, the South 

Bone Marrow Center and the many Surgi Centers of  

Palm Beach County. 
 

Proceeds from the Pancake Breakfast go toward sending 

our youth on Mission trips and to summer camps. 

 
UNSEEN SERVANTS -- DISCIPLES WHO SERVE BEHIND THE SCENES  

   Each month ten to fifteen people gather and work three to 

four hours stuffing, folding and sealing the newsletters that 

are mailed out to the congregation.  As you enjoy your 

newsletter, remember to thank God for those who help to 

make it possible. Six volunteers folded and stapled the 

Advent devotionals that we have been blessed by this 

Christmas season. Each Monday morning two counters spend 

the morning preparing the Sunday offerings for deposit.  

About eight different people serve as counters during the 

year.  When you find the pews in order for the Sunday 

morning service, remember to appreciate those who 

straighten the pews, two per week, who spend an hour 

quietly serving.  The blessing for them is time in the  

beauty of the sanctuary. 

   What we may overlook, God looks at and smiles. We 

thank all those who serve behind the scenes. 



 

 

   Weekly Devotional 
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A Letter From Cuba  
   The following is an excerpt from a letter sent by the pastor 

of our sister church, Gethsemani Presbyterian Church, in 

San Jose de los Ramos. 

Dear members of First Presbyterian Church, 

   We hope you have had a good Thanksgiving and 

Christmas season.  This year we also have many reasons to 

give thanks to God.  One of those is the 

most beautiful, special brotherhood that 

is developing between our two churches.  

We believe that our visits together have 

helped grow our faith and perfect the 

love that the Father has poured into our 

hearts. 

    We know that only Godôs love 

enables you to overcome all the barriers 

that divide us and to come and share 

with us in San Jose de los Ramos.  We 

are a people lost in the geography of 

our country.  We have no hotels or 

special natural attractions like Havana or Varadero.  We 

have only tractors on our streets and the smell in our back 

yards of people who are forced by need to raise pigs.  We 

regret much in not having better conditions that you deserve 

when you visit us, especially for the older people who do so 

much to adapt to our situation. 

   We want to say that we believe you have a wonderful 

community.  I think that the spiritual work that you do with 

youth and adults is magnificent.  We would like to learn 

more from your experiences in these areas.  Perhaps 

someday we can have a workshop to learn more about the 

spiritual growth of both adults and children.  We have many 

children here in our church.  The numbers are well above the 

numbers of adults who attend the church.  We recently had a 

meeting where 41 children attended. 

   We consider it a miracle that we are in relationship with 

you and that you have come to visit us and encourage us. We 

look forward to sharing together in 2010 and developing an 

even deeper relationship with you, our sister church. We 

look forward to our relations developing as we correspond 

with each other.                      Pastor Yobanis (and Suzette) 
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Looking Ahead: 

Mission Emphasis Month  

February 2010  
February 7th-guest missionary Dan McNerney of 

Presbyterian Frontier Fellowship.  Dan  has worked to 

reach unreached people groups in Latin America, parts 

of Europe, and in the Middle East.  Dan will share in 

our Adult classes about the work God is doing to reach 

those who have never heard the Gospel, especially 

those in Muslim countries. 

February 14th- guest preacher at all three morning 

worship services is Dr. Sasan Tavassoli, coordinator of 

Iranian Ministries for The Outreach Foundation.  Come 

and hear what God is doing in and through the church 

in Iran. 

February 21st-Cristian Santiago of Unto International, 

working in the Dominican Republic.  Cristian will bring 

an update on what God is doing in the DR in the 

community of Los Alcarrizos.  Cristian will be 

preaching at the 6:33 service. 

February 28th-guest preacher to be announced at a later 

date. 

   A Special Global Mission offering will be taken in 

church on February 14th and 28th.  Help support the 

work of God around the world by making a pledge and/

or giving to the Global Mission Fund of First 

Presbyterian Church.   

   Our Annual Mission Fair will be on February 28th. 

Enjoy a great breakfast in the Fellowship Hall and meet 

our global and local mission partners.  Our partners 

planning on being here include representatives from the 

Namumu Orphanage in Zambia, South America 

Mission, Mission: Chad, Freeman Nettles of YWAM in 

Haiti, Tim Carriker of the Independent Presbyterian 

Church in Brazil plus many of our local mission 

partners. 

Spotlight on Missions  

           Gethsemani 

 Presbyterian  Church 

Women In The Word 
starts 

Thursday, January 21st 

9:30 am in the Fellowship Hall  
Look for details about our new Bible 

Study in the church bulletin.  

All women are welcome. 

 

Register for childcare with 

 Penny Arnold @ 622-5160 

 Appreciation and Apologies : 
   Aleda and I want to express our deep appreciation for all 

the prayers and encouragement you have given us over the 

past months. 

   Our apologies for not sending many of you our Christmas 

letter as we have done for the past 9 years. Circumstances 
this year moved that to a lower priority and it didnôt get 

done. 

   Accept our belated Christmas greeting and our 

affirmation of love for you and that our God is really, really 

goodðall the time.                            Pastor Elton Piersma 
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    Women o f the Church  

 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 
will meet at a new time and place 

 this month. We will gather in the  

church library on Tuesday, January 12th  at 2:00 pm. 

   All are welcome to join us for a time of fellowship as we  

make shawls and pray for those receiving them. For more 

information, contact Ginger Stump at 776-0443. 

 

 
Womenõs Evening Circle 

 Monday evening, January 25th 

7:00 pm, Fellowship Hall, Room C. 

We will be studying chapter 3 of our study book  

on First Corinthians. 

Good fellowship and light refreshments are furnished 
 

For more information, call Debbie at 622-8818, ext 107. 

Upcoming Event 
Good Friday Breakfast, April 2, 2010 

Palm Beach Gardens Marriott, 9-11:00 am 
Speaker-Becky Jarrett 

ά[ƛǾƛƴƎ .ŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ /Ǌƻǎǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ /Ǌƻǿƴέ 

Sunday, January 17, 2010 
8:00 amñ12 noon 
Childrenõs Library 

Please join the Women of the Church in support of First Care 
Pregnancy Center. First Careôs mission supports young mothers in 

the joy of new life. We ask that your gift be unwrapped. 
Suggested gift items to bring are: 

Diapers/Baby wipes Crib sheets Monitor 
Receiving Blanket  Diaper Bag Stroller 
Lotion/Powder  Gowns  Bottles 
Teething Ring  Onesies  Socks 
 Bibs/Burp cloth  Bath Sets 

     Toys 
 

    First Care Baby Shower  
Womenõs Morning Circle 

January  19, 2010 

At the home of Betty Percy 

3669 Daisy Avenue,  

Palm Beach Gardens 

 9:30 am 
 

Read Luke 15:1-10 in preparation for the lesson. 

For directions or transportation, contact 

Pat Pero 691-4097 


