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Worship Plus 2 and You

October is traditionally the kick off of We have a sister chur
our,annualStewardship Campaign. relationship with thg
‘f‘h@ §e§r our Strategic Planning team ha&ethsemane Presbyteria
sought to challenge all of us to be steward€hurch, in San Jose de lo
of more than finances and to commit toRamos We will minister ta
what we have calle@/orship plus 2! them and with oneof our
We believe our cal |existigg missiort @artief
Disciples. o We b e | itlke\EeangdlidalaSemindry
called to worship, study and grow in thein Matanzas, Cuba during
knowl edge of Godos bvomigsion trip odovestzer éVtieru 14™ g u -
larly in some ministry. Our hope is that World Communion Sunday will be
each member of the church will come notelebrated orSunday, October 4th Holy
only to worship but will also find a group or Communion will be served at all three
class in which they can grow in their knowl-morning services and afterward, the
&£ d gie; &0 f Godobés Wor d. Congtegationas Care |Cenamittdre cajoreg dvitht h
each mem%er will find a place of service orl0 of our Session members will take Holy
ministry in which they can learn and serveCommunion to some of our homebound
the Lord in community. We pray that Godme mber s . This 1 dm sure
will enable us to grow in connectednesavho participate.
with Him, with one another, and with this The Session has sought to schedule our
world He died to save. Prayer and Healing services at a more
In stewardship, our calling is to manageconvenient time by moving them to the
what belongs to someone else for theiChapel following the 11:00 service. On
good. God gives to each of us time, talenlovember 22nd, Communion will be served
and treasure and asks us to use what we agd the pastors and elders will be present for
and what we have been given for His gloryintercessory prayer and the laying on of
and the advancement of the Kingdom. hands.
| have been very encouraged by the re-The church has changed our bookkeeping
sponse to our Adul t frofnd a caendaro year Cto ranfisdalt year 6 s
offerings on Wednesday evenings. All ofbeginning August 1. It is our hope that this
the adult classes are at or near capacity andll expedite our annual audits and give us a
our dinners are well attended. Many thankgetter vantage on our finances so that we do
to those disciples who have made a comminot end the year with our final month being
ment to study and to grow in their knowl-our biggest month of income. To have
edge and love of God and His Word. December in the middle of our year will help
There are several exciting developmentsis manage our accounts better and ease some
to share with you this month. TiMissions of our year end stress. Many thanks to all
Committee has applied and been granted avho have given so generously in this difficult
license from the State Department of thdinancial environment. Remarkably, our
United States Government that allows ougiving to the general fund, global missions
congregation to visit the island nation offund, and our capital fund have all gone up,
Cuba. We have sent mission teams theneot down.
and have begun some mission partnershiphank you for your faith and faithfulness!

relationships.
Lucky




VOLUME 7, ISSUE 7

Part 4: At Home With the Gooleys

Tim and Joni not only embarked on a journey of obedien
this has truly been a journey of faith and love. | love to he
Tim refer to the children
if he ever wondered that at the last minute, something wo
happen to stop the adopti:
ti me | saw t hem, I knew t
would bring them home. 0

The Gooleysd adoption sto
Australian Broadcasting Company and has recently be
released. The anchor person, was the Katie Couric
Australia, for the story. Tim and Joni were interviewed he
in NPB before the trip, then the TV crew met Tim, Joni ai
Taylor in Washington, DC and accompanied them to Adc
Ababa and filmed the whole trip.

Arriving in Addis Ababa, they went to the orphanage 1
meet the kids, and found they were going to have a party
the children, complete with cake. Cake is a big deal for th
children. Their birth mother was there also. As they sat i
circle of prayer, there was a God moment. They all pray
Tim holding the hand of the mother and holding the hand
their new mother to be. It tears at your heart to imagine
pain and love of their birth mother as she silently cries for t
loss of her children, yet knowing that they will be well care
for and loved. Tears flowed all around the circle. Joni spu
some time with the mother and through an interpreter, told
Mo m, AThey are stildl your
and we both will care for them. They will always be yot
children. o Tim and Joni f
saw no other way. She appeared resigned that this was
for them. Pastor Jonas sai
be okay. o0 Godds church wil
on the children, as they had already, during the year ti
spent at the orphanage, begun to separate themselves
her.

The Gooleys have settled into normal family living. Th
two biggest challenges have been the language, espec
since the children speak practically no English and Tim a
Joni are not well versed in Amharic. It is frustrating to Joni
times not to know the needs of the children. Tim predic
thanks to school, Behailu at Lake Park Elementary and V
and Endy at First Pres Pre School, that the kids are learr
English and will be speaking it by Christmas.

The other challenge was the dog; they have a rather Ie
dog, Mollie. The kids had no experience with dogs as p
and the only dogs they had seen were dangerous, wild ¢
on the streets of Addis Ababa. Behailu took to the dog be
than the little ones. Joni used the tried and true M&
method to get the little ones to adjust to the dog. One M&
if they didndt cry when th
touched the dog. What ever works!

The easiest part was seeing that God has really done thi:
they watch the kids adapt so well.
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For Joni, the easiest part is being a parent again, but this
ti me with confidence. Ther e
everything is so new. Light switches, Publix, water
everywhere, flush toilets, Costco, red lights, back packs,
school uniforms, and ICE CREAM. This country issao0 .
miracle. God has blessed us to be a bles$¥Wfegyare the
rich young ruler. t

Africa

Fid £ Ve STy

Gabe with Behailu, Taylor with Endale, Meskerem, Tim and Joni

I n Ethiopia, Godobés church c
are special children. Pastor Jonas and the congregation
hold a prayer service for every child who is adopted.
PastorJonas told us there would be a small turnout for
the service Wednesday eveni
the new Gooley family, stood on the altar, we looked out
into the congregation of over 500 smiling African faces,v €
with their bright gl eaming
remembered picking up the kids 1 year ago. They Werd h
very ill and probably had about 2 months to live. Now,
today they are healthy and being adopted by a Christam d

family. Goddés <church is wa
universal.
Now we all have the opport

North Palm Beach, to continue the work started by the
church in Ethiopia, to support and care for all children,
both here and abroad. We can love these children, allow
them to grow into adult Christians, and pray for them.
We can be there to support Tim, Joni, and the older boys
in their journey of faith, love and obedience.

Tim and Joni feel they would not have been able to do
this without your prayers, support, and encouragement.
They know that God truly did this. They could not have
pulled this off by themselves and there is no reason this
will not work out to the praise and glory of God. Our
glass is overflowing, thanks be to God.

Remember t o check out t

Gooleygraces@blogspot.com.

My thanks to Tim and Joni for allowing me to spend i f
time with them and write their story. | feel truly honored
to have been a part of telling their story. God bless you
and your family. Betty Percy
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Bring Christmas Joy to a

Prison Inmate

Many of you have heard dafrossroad Bible Institute
(CBI), a ministry dedicated to helping incarcerated foll
find God while in AfEMQius @mp.i
church to reach people in prison everywhere, preparit
themforreent ry, with the truth
of God' sMembemws pfloer lcangregation help with
the ministry by being instructors (graders) of weekly Bib
lessons completed by incarcerated folks throughout -
country.

AFor people in prison, t h
Christmas. A stronger sense of loneliness and depression
overcome them as they become the forgotten ones. One
that the Crossroad Bible Institute is being used by God is
bring some Christmas joy to them through the 2009 2end
Card Program. For many inmates, the card you send will
the ONLY Christmas greeting they'll receive. Each year
Christmas time, Crossroad Bible Institute collects Christir
cards to be inserted into every student's lesson, in hope
bringing Christian love to each of our students at Christm
How would you like to be a witness from your own horr
for Christ? |1tdéds a fAsnapo

How the Christmas Card Program Works:

1. Select an English or Spanish Christmas card tl
will fit into a 60x90

2. You may add a special greeting, encouragem:
or Bible verse. (CBI will personalize it with
a studentds name) .

3. Sign only your firs
C h r iUssigned cards will be accepted.

4. Place the card in its envelope, Hotnot seal it.
Do not affix a postage stamp.

5. Bring the completed cards (in their envelopes)
the church officebetween now and
November 1st.

6. Bring as many as you wish!

Pease note!

Due to prison regulations, please do not include cards
envelopes with the following materials on them:

*Glitter *Paint
*Foil/foil lining *Stickers
*Removable objects  *Glue

*Pop-up parts
*Layered homemade cards
Thank you for your time and effort.

Grateful inmates comment

AThank you so much for th
You are a true blessing in my life. When | opened the let
from my instructor, it made me smile and | had a feeling

peace. 0
AThank you so much for th
you sent me. | have to be

Debbie and Jim Tabor at 6228818, ext. 107
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Spotlight on Missions

. 1/’

Our newest mission that First Pres supports is the
Namumu Orphanage Center in Siavonga, Zambia
which has 80 children in residenc#lost of the children
placed at the center are from the Zambian Social Welfare
Department. ove

The program at Namumu emphasizes developing self
reliance in the children, who are mostly orphans. They are
taught practical skills, such as fishing, gardening and
tending pigs, as well as class work. There is also a
Namumu community school which has now becomet &h €
regional magnet. All 27 of the students who wrote their
grade 7 examination passed this last year! The success rate
of 100% is unheard of outside the elite private academies.
The moral is very high and so is the community support.

Our support for the orphanage is sent to Ghareach
Foundation of the Presbyterian Church (USA) Gifts
given to the Outreach Foundation have enabled the
orphanage to start income generating activities including
fishing, gardening, a hammer mill, and carpentry. These
activities will generate a supplement of income for
program operations and feeding of the children iath s
Na mumu . Thi s i s a dream coc
director, Elder Munjongo, and the staff at Namumu. Funds
for operations of the orphanage and school, and to support
HIV/AIDS community programs are some of the
immediate needs for the work at Namumu.

er i

Thank You

It has been 9 months since | began this journey into
unknown territory as the cancer decided to return. During
that time, you have prayed for me, visited and comforted
me, called, written cards, fed me meals, all of which has
me in awe of the support and love that | have received
from this wonderful church family the Lord has given to
me . | feel so inadequat e;
Lord, what did | ever do to deserve even one of the
pleasures | 6ve known?0 goes
basis, as does another beaul
l i ves, I Can Face Tomorrow.
have been so wonderful é. Wi
you have, you still came for visits and prayers. | am so
thankful that you are there for me.

Through all of this, | have been supported and loved by
the beautiful children and grandchildren that He gave to
me. | could not ask for anything more. They have been
with me at every turn. They have taken off work to diges
to Tampa to sit with me and be a second set of ears since
mine are not doing so great, but | am thankful for what |
have! They wer e there for
whatever else | needed. na s

| do not know the future, but God has the date. | do net h
fear that date, for | know He will lead me. Thank you so
much again, for all of your love.

Pat Mayes
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Women of the Church

Women In

The Word

Thursdays,
9:30f 11:30 am
In the Fellowship Hall

Slaying The Giants
In Your Life

By Dr. David Jeremiah

All women are
invited ﬁ;&\\
N

Prayer Shawl
Ministry

ThePrayer Shawl Ministry is open to anyone who
would like to use their hands to bring comfort to
others. The women in the group either knit or croche
shawls to be given to anyone who would be blesseu
by oné those who have lost a loved one, gone
through an illness or other difficult experience, gone
away to school or moved. They are also given to
celebrate a special occasion, such as retirement, a
graduation or a birthday. Most shawls are made for a
specific person and that person is prayed for as the
shawl is made. Some are made without knowing who
the recipient will be, but that person is also prayed for.
The very act of sitting still to knit or crochet is
calming and conducive to prayer. It can be picked up
at any time there are a few minutes to spare or when

What is a Circle?

A Circle is a group of ladies gathered together for
Bible study, fellowship and community in Christ.
Currently there are two circles with tentative plans to add
a third circle in the near future.

The morning circle meets on the third Tuesday morning of
every month at 9:30 am in the homes of the members.
The location will be announced in the church bulletin.

They are currently studying
People Who Knew Jesus
by Becky Pippert.

7:00 pm in the Fellowship Hall.

Please come and enjoy the wonderful fellowship
experienced by all.

Womends Mor ni

All ladies are invited.
Tuesday, October 20th, 9:30 am

Read:Luke 7:368:3.

For a copy of questions to be discussed,
please contadtlary Mitchell at 627-2725

n

Location will be announced in the Sunday bulletin.

Womends Eveni

Come join us.
All ladies are invited.
Monday evening, October 26th
7:00 pm in the Fellowship Hall Room E

n

We will begin a new study this month:
Al Cori-mMmhehi@masl | enges

Beverages and light refreshments are provided.
Call Debbie a622-8818 ext 107#or more information.

of

waiting.

The group meets once a month for fellowship,
sharing ideas and praying for those receiving th
prayer shawls. There are no requirements
deadlines. You are welcome to make prayer shawls
even if you are unable to attend our-tgegethers. Let
us know if there is someone you believe would like t
receive a colorful shawl that has been prayed over a
is a reminder of Godods
One of the recipients wrote a lovely note in which sh
said that receiving the prayer shawl had brough
Abeauty and comforto du
her life. For more informatiorall Ginger Stump at
7760443

=
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Carolyn Weda

Women of Faith Weekend
November 221, 2009

A 2-day event where you will laugh...cry...and realize

womenoffaith.com/ftlauderdale or
1-888-49-FAITH

The evening circle meets on the last Monday of each month at

g

g

Li

t hat youbor e -fait,ditarioasimessages,
gripping drama, amazing music.
ove and Bank@taatitCenter n t heir
Ft. Lauderdale, FL
_ Please reserve soon for the best seats. For further_
P ng o a VigdiMatidhir frva?dhé :

f

I
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They Poured Fire on Us From the Sky
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This is a moving, beautifully written true account of thre
Lost Boys from Sudan. It is raw, passionate and very tenc
When you realize these boys are 6, 8 and maybe 10 o1
years of age, you cannot believe what they endured in tt
struggle for freedom. Not only were they struggling to sti
alive, they were struggling not to be drawn in by the Reb:
who wanted to give them guns and make them soldie
putting them on the front lines of war where they wou
surely be killed. They were also struggling not to be dra\
in by Islam and the community as it was very important
them that they knew Jesus and were Christian.

An excerpt from the book: f
and had become separated from my friends one by one on
the walk. When we stopped to sleep, | went into the
bushes to look for food. | saw a couple of mangoes up in
a tree, but | was too weak to try to climb up to them. My
arms woul dnot pul | my body
stand. o

One can not read this book and not be moved to tears.
These boys have many lessons to teach each and every one
of us. This is a great book for adults, but | feel it would be
wonderful for teenagers, especially boys.

Betty Percy

Interested in Membership

The nextinquirers/New Members Classwill be held in
the Fellowship Hall on:

Wednesday, November 4th from 7:48:45pm

Saturday November 7th from 9:00am12:30pm

Sunday November 8th from 8:3610:30 am Childcare
is provided.

If you would like to register or have questions about tl
class, stop by the Information Kiosk on Sunday or cont:
Sara McDonnell by phone at 688362 or by email at
mcdonnell.sara@gmail.com

New Members

Please welcome the following new members who join
the church on September 27#hnnie Angelo, Katherine
DeFouw, Curtis and Susan Fonger, lldefonso and
Rebecca Siguenza Gallegos, Bob and Denise Hoplel
Patricia Kayser, Isbel McDonald, Tracy Meinke, Vicki
Merl, Lisa Nam, Patrick and Damaris Reynolds, Robert
and Adri Breed Sandilands, Marie and Preston
Sizemore, Drew and Donna Thompson, Carole Tordi,
Jim and Linda Tallis and Gerard and Alice Zell.

Congratulations to
Robert and Adri Breed Sandilands
on the birth of their son

Calvin Joseph
born on August 19, 2009

Thank You:
My sincere thanks to you for your prayers during my rece

How About Some Baseba

Watch the church bulletin for the
date and information for th@ctober
gathering of thé&ons of Barbeque
The program for the evening will

pertain wBaseball.

Former Member Honored

Former First Pres memb8ara Millar was awarded the
Honorary Life Membership of Presbyterian Women of
the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) for her faithful
service to Preshbyterian women.

For many years Sara served
Farmington Presbyterian Church in Germantown, TN. She
has served on the Session, taught Sunday School as well
as serving on numerous committees. While at First Pres,
Sara was active in Fellowstitch, Women in the Word,
Agape Sunday School, compiling the Lenten Devotional
Booklet and on the WOC Council.

Returning to Tennessee, she and Marty reconnected with
the Farmington Church which they had previously
attended when they lived in Tennessee. Sara greatly
mi sses First Pres, al |l her
Wednesday Night Bible Study. Congratulations to Sara.

Upcoming Mission Trips
Put Worship Plus 2 into action and plan to take part in one
of the following mission trips:
Cubad November 614;
Guatemalad January 31-February 7, 2010
For information pertaining to Cuba, contact the Church
Office at 6228818. For information about Guatemala,
contact Beth TerMarsch at 740665.

surgeries. They were felt and meant so very much to
husband and to me. God bless all of ydswen Cook

ol know what | am planninjg fo
good plans for you, not plans to hurt you. | will give you
hope and a good future. o




