
 

 

As Jesus died and rose 

again...so we, His followers, 

are called to live new lives 

of holiness, righteousness 

and supernatural love. 

    The battle over ordination 

standards in the PCUSA is 

nearing completion as 

Amendment B voting is 

closing in on a decision. It appears that 

Amendment B will be defeated and our 

current ordination standards will be 

maintained. 87 Presbyteries are necessary for 

a decision and at this point the No votes 

stand at 72 while the affirmative votes for 

new more permissive ordination standards 

are at 43.  The voting will be completed by 

June but the decision will likely be made 

before then.  Because more conservative 

churches view this as a referendum on 

Biblical authority within the Church this 

issue is far more reaching for the future than 

the more narrow issue of ordination 

standards.  If this amendment were to pass, 

there would be a significant exodus of 

conservative churches and pastors from the 

PCUSA.   

   The Session is putting together data to 

measure our growth and development against 

our stated purpose, ñFirst Presbyterian 

Church exists for the glory of God, to be and 

make disciples.ò  It is our prayer and desire 

that every member be regular in worship, 

regular in study, and regular in some form of 

service to the King and the Kingdom of God.  

Worship Plus Two will be the grid against 

which we will measure our progress.  Please 

remember the church and her leaders as we 

seek to be intentional and more effective in 

our calling.  I hope you will ask yourself if 

there is a step in your own life which will 

help you become a more faithful disciple.  

Happy EasteréHe is Risen!  

He is Risen Indeed! 
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Lucky 

T he month of April marks the season of 

the óHigh Holy Daysô of the Christian 

faith.  We will mark Jesusô celebration of 

the Passover Seder on Maundy Thursday, 

His crucifixion on Good Friday, and His 

resurrection on Easter Sunday. From April 

12th until Pentecost on May 31st we will 

celebrate the season of the Resurrection or 

Eastertide.  Teaching through Paulôs letter 

to the Ephesians has focused my attention 

on Psalm 68, which the Apostle refers to in 

Ephesians chapter 4, as he describes what 

the King has accomplished and for whom 

He has accomplished it.  In Psalm 68, King 

David writes a hymn of celebration and ex-

ultation upon his triumph over and the tak-

ing of Jerusalem from the Jebusites.  With 

His triumph, Jerusalem becomes the Holy 

City, the place where Yahweh will make 

His Name to dwell.  Paul  speaks of Davidôs 

greater descendant, Jesus the Messiah, 

whose triumph is over greater foes, produc-

ing greater results for more people.  The 

triumphs of the King are for the benefit of 

His people.  What Jesus did on the Cross 

and through the empty tomb, He did for us!  

The Nicene Creed declares this truth about 

the purpose of the Incarnation itself, when it 

says, ñwho for us men, and our salvation, 

came down from Heavenéò. The Apostle 

also makes this same point as the reason 

Christian husbands ought to love their wives 

selflesslyéfinding their/our joy in our 

wifeôs joy.  We are to love as Jesus lovedé

He gave Himself for her.  Self-giving love is 

not natural to most of us but it is clearly our 

callingéto love as we have been lovedéto 

give as we have received. 

    The Apostle reminds the Ephesians that 

their conversion and following Christ is ex-
plainable only by the power of the Resurrec-

tion, for they and we were dead in our tres-

passes and sinéour faith itself is a gift that 

raises us from death to life in Christ.   

 

He Is Risen, He Is Risen Indeed 
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Palm Sunday Cantata 
He Shall Arise  

by Tom Fettke  

will be performed by the 

Sanctuary Choir and Orchestra  

Sunday,  April 5th  

9:30 and 11:15 am 

 

He Is Risen,  

He Is Risen Indeed 

 

 
 

. 

Musical Notes  
Monday, April 6th, 11:30 am, in the Chapel - Lenten Recital with Megan 
Walters, mezzo-soprano 
 
Saturday, May 2nd, at 6 pm, in Fellowship Hall - the Childrenôs Choir will 

present the delightful musical ñRescue in the Night,ò which retells the story of 
Daniel and the Lionôs Den. 
 
Sunday, May 3rd, at 3 pm in the Sanctuary - A Handbell Recital featuring 

the Sanctuary Bells and the First Presbyterian Church Handbell Choir. 

 

Maundy Thursday  
The Chamber Choir will be singing 

òTenebrae:  
A Service of Darknessó 

By Hal Hopson  
Thursday, April 9th  

7:00 pm 

Good Friday 
 

Communion Service 

7:30 am Sanctuary 
 

Menôs Breakfast 

Fellowship Hall 
 

Womenôs Breakfast 

See page 4 

Easter Sunday 

Services 
April 12, 2009 

8:15, 9:30 & 11:00  

In the Sanctuary 

Childrenôs Easter 

Egg Hunt 
Saturday, April 11, 2009 

9:00-11:00am 

Music Review 
   The Music Ministry of First Pres 

presented An Evening of Song on 

Saturday, March 14th, in the Sanctuary. 

    As I brought my two house guests, 

they were thrilled and impressed with the 

beauty of the service, the spirited youth 

from Roosevelt Middle School, the fun 

filled Men of Song Gospel Quartet 

and the incredible First Pres 

Sanctuary Choir.  The First Pres 

Concert Band took the prize of the 

evening. My, they were awesome 

and sounded just like a first class 

professional band. It was special to 

see young students playing beside 

some of our older members. It is 

amazing that this band of 30 are all 

members of First Pres.  - 

First Presbyterianõs 

Boy Scout Troop 155 

presents their 11 th  

Annual Lobster Fest, 

Clam Bake and Silent 

Auction  
 

Saturday, April 25 

5pm to 9pm, Fellowship Hall 
 

Choose from lobster and clams or 

BBQ ribs and chicken 

BBQ will be prepared by our very 

own Sons of BBQ 
 

Please call Harold Reed  

626-7153 for tickets. 

 

What a great job! 

   Special kudos go to our wonderful 

organist, Glen Arfsten, and the 

greatest Minister of Music, Jay 

Arnn .  We at First Pres are truly 
blessed to have Jay and Glen serve 

God and us at First Pres. Thank you 

Jay and Glen; you are the best. 

                                         Betty Percy 
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Multi -Cultural Community  

Worship Service  
Saturday, April 4, 2009 

9:30am-1:30 pm 
 

Coleman Park 
1116 21st Street, West Palm Beach 

Speaker: Rev. Bill Washington 

Senior Pastor, Friendship Missionary Baptist Church 

 

Volunteer Check-in - 9:30 am 

Volunteer Rally - 10:00 am 

Community Service Project - 10:30 am 

Worship Service - 11:30 am 

Lunch/Food Distribution for Community - 12:30 pm 

 

The 6:33 worship band from First Pres  

will be leading the worship time. 

We will be gathering with other churches 

 to participate in worship. 
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How Will 

Your Son 

Learn What 

It Means to Be A Man?  
 

Do you have a plan? This six-part video series, 

hosted by Dennis Rainey (FamilyLife) & Robert 

Lewis (Menôs Fraternity) helps dads understand the 

critical issues every dad must face in order to be an 

effective, strategic father. This is for Dads who have 

sons ages 6-12. 
 

Classes (for dadsénot sons) will be: 

Six Tuesday Nights 7-9 pm beginning April 28-June 

2. Special Father-Son Commitment ceremony will be 

Thursday May 28, 6-8 pm. 
 

Location: First Presbyterian Church - North Palm 

Beach,   Fellowship Hall.  

Tuition: $60 payable to The Gathering before first 

class. 

Class will be limited to twelve Dads. 
Call Bob Schuemann 561-622-4913 to register or 

for information 
 

Sponsored by: 

Cornerstone Ministries, Jamaica  
 

   Cornerstone Ministries has been providing a unique 

rehabilitation program within the Correctional Services since 

1993.  It was founded by Doug and Lorna Kessner, who came to 

Jamaica on a church outreach program in 1986.  It has a three year 

program which provides training to inmates at two different 

prisons, once per week, on the day release system.  Then when the 

inmates are released, they can obtain gainful employment.  They 

opened the Restoration House in 2006, a half-way home in which 8 

former inmates, who are students of the program, can live for up to 

6 months after their release from prison.  Cornerstone Ministries 

also has a community project in one of the largest parks in 

Jamaica, called National Heroes Park.  This program provides skill 

training in such areas as communication, jewelry making, 

ceramics, and textiles so the people can improve their socio-

economic condition.  In every program that Cornerstone 

undertakes, there is a component devoted to sharing and teaching 

the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 

Interested in Membership  
   The next Inquirers/New Members Class will be held during 

the weekend of April 18th and 19th in the Fellowship Hall. 

Class will be held on Saturday from 8:30 am-1:00 pm and on 

Sunday from 8:30-11:00 am. Childcare is provided. If you 

would like to register or have questions about the class, stop by 

the Information Kiosk on Sunday or contact Sara McDonnell by 

phone at 685-0362 or by email at mcdonnell.sara@gmail.com 

   Be sure to keep the directory pages of New Members 

November 2008-January 2009 to update your directory. 

All people will know that you are My followers 

 if you love each other.    John 13:35 

Ladies Spring Tea 
 

April 23, 2009 

10:00am-noon 
All women are invited 

Bring your favorite teacup 

 and invite a friend 

Opportunity for 

Ministry:  Bereavement 

Reception Committee  
The Congregational Care Committee is seeking 

volunteers to serve on a committee which would help 

provide receptions connected with bereavement 

services at our church.  We are looking for a group 

who would be willing to help with any of the 

following:  Setting up the reception room, providing 

food trays, serving at the reception, and cleaning 

up.  This is a ministry in which we can show Godôs 

love to others in a very tangible way, at a time when 

such support is most needed.  For more 

information, please contact Susan Holland at 626-

9393. 



 

 

 Good Friday Breakfast  
Presented by Women of the Church  

First Presbyterian Church  in North Palm Beach  
     

          Friday, April 10, 2009 
             9:00 to 11:00 am 
 Palm Beach Gardens Marriott Hotel 
          Seated Brunchð$20.00 
 

             Honored Speaker  
               Harriet Barre  
            òThank You Jesusó 
 

Please invite a friend or neighbor for a beautiful and inspirational time of fellowship 
Child care is available at the church with registration 

 

Reservations can be made in the courtyard 
 

For further information contact : Jane Sanders 848-4602 
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    Women o f the Church  

Womenõs Evening Circle 
Monday evening, April 27th 

7:00 pm Fellowship Hall - Room  D 
We will continue our study of  

The Sermon on the Mount (lesson #8). 
 

Women of all ages are welcome! 

Light refreshments and beverages are provided. 

Call Debbie at 622-8818 ext. 107 for further information. 

Womenõs Morning Circle 
Tuesday, April 21st, 9:30 am 

at the home of  

Linda Sellers 

11086 Oakway Circle, Palm Beach Gardens 

We will continue ñActsò Studyðchapter 8 

For transportation or directions, 

call Pat Pero, 691-4097 

Womenõs Retreat 
ñBe still and 

know that I 

am God.ò 

Psalm 46:10 

p e r f e c t l y 

symbo l izes 

the wonderful weekend shared by 62 

women at the Womenôs Retreat in 

Leesburg, FL.   The large oaks, the 

Spanish Moss and the lake display 

Godôs magnificent hand in all that 

surrounded us. It was truly a place in 

which women could get away from it 

all, relax, regroup and focus on God.  

   Speaker Cindy Hannan quickly 

captured the ladies as she spoke from 

her heart and shared her love of the 

gospel and Jesus.  Her 

story of Martha 

touched many women 

as well as her use of a 

ñtreeò to depict our 

walk with Jesus. 

   Fun ice breakers 

provided by Joni 

G o o l e y  a n d 

meaningful small groups gave women 

a great chance to meet new women and 

share with them. 

   The retreat was beautifully organized 

and planned by Catherine Hilliard, 

Ashlyn Montgomery and a wonderful 

committee.  Women felt special as 

they found love and joy gifts on their 

pillows at night. 

   Happy faces could be seen all 

weekend. 


