Thursday, March 11, 2010
John 14:27—“Peace I leave with you;   My peace I give you…Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.”
Last year at this time my “lesson” was to WAIT – a front row comedy to watch for those that know this impatient gal.  Now my WAIT lesson has been upgraded to RELEASE. (God, You want me to do what?  You’re kidding right?)

Whenever things become difficult in our lives, we are in danger of blaming God.  But we are in the wrong and somehow there is some defiance that we cannot let “go”.

Immediately when we do, everything becomes clear.  As long as we try to serve ourselves and God, there is perplexity.  One’s attitude must be one of complete reliance on God.  Once there, it seems everything is easier.  Difficulty comes when we want to control the authority of the Holy Spirit for our own ends.

Whenever we obey God, His witness and seal is the peace of Jesus.  Questions come when we cease to obey.  When we are in alignment, we are amazed at the revelation of God.  Any problem that comes between God and us springs from disobedience and needs to be released.

So as we become a “sticker” attached to God, we should raise our expectations and watch and marvel how He unravels our life’s complexities.

THE WILL OF GOD WILL NOT TAKE YOU 

WHERE THE GRACE OF GOD CANNOT KEEP YOU.

Lord, thank you for your mercy, grace and patience while we struggle to give you the reins of our lives.  “Guide us along the best pathways, as we do not want to be like a senseless horse that needs a bit and bridle to keep under control” (Ps. 32:8-9).   Amen.
Barbara Zech
Friday, March 12, 2010
Mark 1:12-13—“At once the Spirit sent Him out into the desert, and He was in the desert forty days, being tempted by Satan.  He was with the wild animals, and angels attended Him.”

If you have ever painted a room, you know that preparation can take more time and effort than painting.  Cleaning, taping, scraping and sanding the surfaces first will help to make the last step in the project more satisfying.  

After Jesus was baptized, the Holy Spirit sent Jesus into the desert.  If the sinless Son of God used that time to prepare for His ministry, I can certainly try to follow His example.

Satan doesn’t want me to look inward and upward as I get ready to celebrate Easter.  He doesn’t want me to acknowledge my need for a Savior.  When I name my sins and beg God for forgiveness, Satan whispers that my sins aren’t really so bad.  Just as Jesus used Scripture to silence Satan’s attacks, I can use the armor that I’ve been given:  the belt of truth, the breastplate of righteousness, the readiness that comes from the gospel of peace, the shield of faith, the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God.
Jesus wasn’t alone in the desert, nor will He leave me alone as I come to grips with the fact that my sins made Jesus’ death necessary.  The same Holy Spirit that led Jesus into the desert is with and within me, fortifying me to deal with Satan’s tricks.  I know that I’ll be tenderly cared for just as Jesus was ministered to by angels.  There were some dark days in Jesus’ ministry.  I’d like to skip the sad parts and get right to the joy.  However, I know that my celebration of Easter will be more meaningful if I spend time in reflection and prayer.

Just as in painting, preparation is necessary, tedious and painful, but the results are worth the effort.

God of mercy, Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me, I pray.  Amen.

Ruth Sweetman
Saturday, March 13, 2010
Romans 12:3—“For by the grace given me I say to every one of you:  Do not think of yourself more highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance with the measure of faith God has given you.”

There are religious days I prefer more than I do Lent.  On the other hand, perhaps God planned it that way and I am not supposed to like Lent very much.  It’s just not my favorite thing to do to look at myself in the mirror to see if the person staring back is happy and approved by God, who is also staring back at me.  Don’t you see, it’s a time for me to face alone very tough questions: 

Who am I?   What do I stand for? 

 Is love paramount every day of my life?

 Am I sure God is pleased with the road I am traveling?  

Am I at peace with who I see reflected in the mirror?

Am I as good as God wants me to be? 

Am I as gentle, loving and understanding as God wants me to be?

Do I support God and His church and my family?  

Do I measure up by my doing what is right when no one else is looking?  

Do I really sacrifice in a manner that pleases God during Lent of do I just give up chocolate candy?

Is my sacrifice worthy to be placed on the altar as a token of who I am and how I trust God in what He has given to me?

Dear Lord, Help us as we look at ourselves honestly.  Help us see what you would have us change as we grow in our walk with you.  Amen.

David Smith
Wednesday, March 10, 2010
Philippians  4:4-7—“Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! Let your gentleness be evident to all. The Lord is near. Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace of God which transcends all understanding will guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.”

This past October 6th at about 5 pm I got a call from my cardiologist asking me to come to the hospital immediately as I had serious heart problems. This diagnosis was based on a stress test that I had taken that morning.  At the hospital, they took me immediately into surgery for catheterization tests which found that I had 4 blockages and needed surgery. The surgery was completed the following morning. Leading up to the stress test, I knew something was wrong as I was extremely weak and had almost fainted when I started to run one morning. So when the doctor called, I was somewhat relieved that the problem was found. That night in the hospital bed, I felt God’s presence more than ever before and asked Him to be with me and my family.  

The surgery went well, and I had great care from the hospital staff and received many calls, cards, and visits from my family and church friends that expressed love and prayers for my recovery. As I think back on my experience, it must be lonely to face sickness alone without God, family, Church and friends. While recovering from surgery, I thought about what might have been and it makes me realize that only God knows what our future holds. 

Lent is the time for repentance, reflection and thanking God for His Son and His saving grace. Also it can be a time for thanking Him for His care during uncertain times in our lives, and all that He has given us.

Dear Father, Thank You for Your Son who died on the cross for our sin, for Your presence in our lives, for Your love and care, and for family, church and friends.

Pete Mitchell
Tuesday, March 9, 2010
Luke 11: 9-10—“Jesus said, ‘So I say to you: Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you.  For everyone who asks receives; he who seeks finds; and to him who knocks, the door will be opened.’”

Jesus gave us this promise of God’s love even as He made His way to Jerusalem to be hanged on a cross for our sins and just after He gave us the Lord’s Prayer upon being asked by a disciple to teach us to pray.  What a gift to all of us that was!

Only a month before a close relative succumbed to breast cancer, my wife Marilyn was diagnosed with stage 4 breast cancer.  We never asked her oncologist, “How long?”, but I doubt that the doctors would have estimated much more than a year before Marilyn would also die of this disease.  I prayed then that God would grant us four years, and I foolishly hoped that at least three of these would be good years.  

That was in February, 2002.  So far, God has granted us not four, but eight years and all of them have been full and rich with life.  Foolish or not, we now pray for a full and normal life, and so far at least, God has granted it.  Marilyn’s life is living proof that God not only listens to our prayers, He answers them.

If you or someone you love is in need of the power of prayer, our church is blessed with a very special ministry with the Healing Services that are held at least once a quarter.  For me, it required a real leap of faith to believe that just asking for God’s help would actually work, but it has.  Jesus told us it would work in the passage above.  Sinner that I am, and as fragile as my faith was and still is at times, I can now honestly say that I have witnessed God’s answers to prayer.
Dear Lord, please give us the wisdom and strength to believe in Your promises and to live our lives to Your glory.  Give us the courage to lay our troubles at Your feet, to ask for Your help, and to accept Your answer to our prayers, no matter what the outcome may be.  Thank You for Your grace, and for the gift of Your son, Jesus Christ.  Amen.
Hank Copeland

Sunday, March 14, 2010, 4th Sunday of Lent
John 17:3—“Now this is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God and Jesus Christ whom You have sent.”  
As a young child, I went to Sunday school, church, and VBS.  I visited with friends at their churches.  I heard the Bible stories about Jesus, but I didn’t know Him.

In college I took Religion 101, a survey of Old and New Testaments which I regarded as a history course, factual but nothing personal. Pulled between the depressing and hopeless philosophies of the secular intelligentsia and the sterile religion course, I discovered one beautiful spring day the artistic work of a Creator, but I still didn’t know Him.

While in my late 20’s, I was invited by friends to a Bible study.  It was there that God unstopped my ears and opened my eyes.  I discovered that the Bible is God’s Word.  Further, I learned that God considered me a sinner, despite my good deeds and having abstained from robbery and murder!  Those good deeds were null and void in finding favor with God.  I had always considered the crucifixion a terrible “mistake”:  a good man was put to death by bad men.  How amazing to realize that it was God’s plan all along that Jesus, the perfect God/man willingly went to the cross for me, for my sins!

Several days later I knelt in prayer, thanking the Lord Jesus for His sacrifice for me.  Then, I knew Him and His salvation!  I am now continuing in knowing and growing.

“Joyful, joyful, we adore Thee, God of glory, Lord of love.  Hearts unfold like flowers before Thee, opening to the sun above.  Melt the clouds of sin and sadness, drive the dark of doubt away.  Giver of immortal gladness, fill us with the light of day.” Amen

Sally Privett

Monday, March 15, 2010
Matt: 22:14—“For many are called, but few are chosen."

There are not many things from my early childhood that I remember, however there is one recurring event that has played over and over in my mind throughout the years.  It is of a time when I was about 3 years old.  I believe the Lord planted a seed in my mind (called) that has grown and flourished because of my obedience to the call (chosen).

My first recollection of going to church was attending a 3-hour Good Friday service with my family in Jamaica.  I was too young for Sunday school and the churches then did not have a nursery so the little ones would sit with their parents during the service.  As a toddler most of the service was spent coloring, sleeping or just being quiet.  I recall at one point the preacher talking about something terrible that happened on Good Friday.  He said that some folks had killed a man, nailed him to a cross at the top of the hill and gave him vinegar to drink because he was thirsty.  Those were the bits and pieces that my young mind could grasp.  I remember asking my mother who those bad people had killed, she said Jesus, but quickly put her finger over her lips telling me to be quiet. I sat there thinking why no one helped him or gave him some water to drink; how sad.  I knew the name Jesus as we were taught to say our prayers as soon as we could talk, however the Jesus I prayed to back then was "Gentle Jesus, meek and mild" so I did not connect “Gentle Jesus” with the man that was killed and nailed to the cross.  In my mind this event had happened that same day and they had taken him up the hill that was visible from the church where we were worshipping at that time.

After the service I asked my mother if we could go up the mountain to see the man on the cross.  I did not understand that killing or death was final.  My mission then was to give that poor man some water to drink because he was thirsty.  Something in me wanted to see this man who was treated so badly as the preacher described.  My mother explained that the events had happened a long time ago in a faraway place.  I believe at that early age Jesus touched my heart and by believing in Him, I became one of the chosen.

(cont. on Tuesday, March 16, 2010)

Monday, March 8, 2010
2 Thessalonians 2:16-17—“May Jesus Himself and God our Father, who reached out in love and surprised you with gifts of unending help and confidence, put a fresh heart in you, invigorate your work and enliven your speech.” 

2 Thessalonians 2 speaks of the triumphant Second Coming of Jesus and the false nature of the anti-Christ and his defeat.  These notes of victory must have been especially welcomed by the young church in Thessalonica, who found themselves under harsh religious and political persecution.  In verse 16 and 17, Paul blesses his struggling friends and prays for them.  This prayer reflects God’s heart and desire for us and can guide us as we pray for others and as we ask God to work in our own lives. 

In the midst of difficult times, God breathes to us, “Don’t quit, don’t let go, don’t give up.”  Paul gives us three ways God wants to help us.

1. God wants to give us a fresh heart.  Make it fresh and not broken, fresh and not tired, fresh like a new battery and ready to go again, fresh and not hardened, fresh with no diminished capacity to love, and laugh, and cry and rejoice.

2. God wants to invigorate our work.  Fill our work with purpose and power, whether that is our work at home, our work on the job, our work at school, or our work in ministry.

3. God wants to enliven our speech.  Put life into our communication, and to fill our words with cheer.  Words filled with life, as we listen and dialogue with friends, as we share with co-workers and family members, as we meet and greet strangers, and even as we talk to ourselves.

Our God is a God who delights in meeting our deepest needs.  In the midst of our trials—be they small or overwhelming—God desires to work mightily in our lives.  We can take comfort in His love for us and freely receive the power He wants to give us.

Dear Lord, open my eyes to my own needs and the ways You want to empower me to live the Christ-life fully.  Thank You that You are not the author of confusion, but of peace.  Teach me, Lord, to be Your instrument of peace. In Jesus’ name, I pray, Amen.

Lauren Clifton
Sunday, March 7, 2010, 3rd Sunday of Lent
Read John 1:29-42

John the Baptist was appointed to bear witness to Christ.  That was his calling. In a court of law a witness can only give testimony about what he or she has seen or heard. Second hand stories and hearsay are not allowed.  A witness tells only what he or she has personally experienced.  Today’s Scripture passage is about the testimony that John gives concerning both who Jesus is and what Jesus has come to do. And in both cases he speaks from what he personally has seen and heard.  
First, he testifies about seeing the Spirit descend upon Jesus.  When this happens God tells John that Jesus is God’s Son.  So John gives testimony for all who are with him, and all who will read this Scripture, of who Jesus is-the Son of God.  Secondly, John gives testimony as to what Jesus will do.  Twice he sees Jesus and identifies him as “the Lamb of God”.  When he announces this to those who are with him, he is letting them know about the work that Jesus came to accomplish.  As the Lamb of God, he is the sacrifice that will take away the sins of the world.  He will die on the cross to bring about forgiveness of sin and open the way for humans to be reconciled with God.  The result of John’s testimony is that two of John’s disciples begin to follow Jesus (v. 37).  
As modern day witnesses we are to follow the example of John and tell others what we have personally seen and heard concerning Christ. And we tell our own experiences, stories, and encounters with Jesus not to point to ourselves but to help point others to Jesus.  
How has God used you to bring other to Jesus?  Pray and make a list of those who you might influence for the Kingdom.
God be at work in my life so I can have personal experiences with You to share with others.   Help me to recognize opportunities to testify and give me the courage to do so. 

Rev. Dr. Ron Hilliard
Tuesday, March 16, 2010
(cont. from Monday, March 15, 1020)

The parable of the wedding banquet tells us that "many are 
called, but few are chosen." It is my belief that throughout our life the Good News of the Gospel is told to us; that is the "call".  What we choose to do with that knowledge/call is up to us.  By accepting and believing that Jesus Christ is Lord and Savior, that He is the son of God; born of a virgin and died for our sins, we become the “chosen”

As we prepare our hearts this Lenten season please take a moment to reflect on the price that Jesus paid for you and for me.  If you have never answered the "call", or if you are not sure where you stand with God, please repeat the prayer below.  Say it, think about it, and mean it with all your heart and you, too, will become one of the "chosen."

Lord Jesus, I know I am a sinner and that You died for my sins.  Please forgive me, help me to turn away from my sins.  I invite You to come into my heart and into my life, now and forevermore. Amen.

Joyce Moseley

John 16:32-33—“But a time is coming, and has come, when you will be scattered, each to his own home.  You will leave me all alone.  Yet I am not alone, for my Father is with me.  I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace.  In this world you will have trouble.  But take heart!   I have overcome the world.  “

John 17:1-3—“After Jesus said this He looked toward heaven and prayed:  ‘Father, the time has come.  Glorify Your Son that Your Son may glorify You.  For you granted Him authority over all people that He might give eternal life to all those You have given.  Now this is eternal life:  that they may know you, the one true God and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent.”

Wednesday, March 17, 2010
John 11:25—“I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die, will live."

 I thought about all the things our Lord had to go through: the suffering, the many unbelievers, those who ridiculed.

 I then thought about how astonishing this special gift from God really was.

I found these verses to be very meaningful .

Christ (Matt. 1:17 )  was sent as our Redeemer (1 Cor 1:30 ), our Mediator (1 Tim 2:5 ), a Sacrifice (Eph-5:2 ), The Lamb of God (John 1:29).  He is our Master (Matt 8:19 ) and our Messiah.  (Matt 1:18 ).

How many days pass by that I take these things for granted. There is no other time in our lives that is more meaningful than the Resurrection.  May you be blessed during this Lenten season while remembering how the Scriptures were fulfilled.

 

Father, Forgive me for my sins, renew my spirit.  Show me the direction and remind me to praise You for Your gift to us, Jesus.  I pray this, in Christ's name.  Amen.
Ron Doerr

Saturday, March 6, 2010
(cont. from Friday, March 5, 2010)

The time of Alexandra’s birth arrived. We all let out a collective sigh of relief and let go of all worry.   But our youngest daughter’s life was not to be.  Alexandra was the victim of accidental death due to a misjudgment of the substitute doctor filling in for our vacationing doctor.  

After our minister baptized and christened our beautiful raven-haired daughter, her father and I had some time to say our good-byes and dream our “what might have been” dreams.  During that short time that felt like eternity, I held our lovely baby in my arms.  I suddenly felt this swirling unseen mist of total love and comfort and for the first time I had the most “real” understanding and knowledge of what all my life I had called The Holy Ghost.  It truly was the “peace that passes all understanding”.  In those moments I truly began to understand the reality of  the pain God must have experienced when He offered up His Son for our sins.  Unlike my husband and me, God could have saved his Child from death.  He had the Power to do so.  How much greater was His loss and how much greater His Gift!  At that moment I was completely overwhelmed with gratitude the depths I had never known before.   Realizing how very much God understood our grief, made giving Alexandra back to God bearable.  Thank you God for Jesus! 

Thank You, God, for all children everywhere.  They are truly gifts to be cherished and loved no matter what. The next time we feel irritated over some small transgression that is normal childhood behavior, please remind us of how blessed we are to have that child’s presence in our lives.  Amen.  

A. Blair Hinds

Friday, March, 5, 2010
Psalm 139:13—“For you created my inmost being; you knit me together in my mother’s womb.  I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; your works are wonderful, I know that full well.”
John 3:16—“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.”
My husband and I had tried to have children for many years.  The first two attempts ended in miscarriage.  The third baby boy died in the sixth month when I contracted a tropical disease.  The third baby, a girl, well, that is another long and incredible story. This daughter, Whitney, in the end, came out beautifully and is now 23 years old. But our youngest daughter, Alexandra, is who I think about during this season. 

Alexandra’s pregnancy, like all the others, was problematic from the beginning.  At 5 months we were told that Alexandra would possibly be Down’s syndrome and that we should consider aborting the pregnancy.  My husband and I prayed very hard about the decision.  This time around we had to consider the impact on Whitney and her lifetime if something should happen to my husband and me.  Also, what was in the best interest of this new daughter?  After conferring with the grandparents, who also would be impacted with the realities of the situation, and much prayerful consideration, my husband and I decided to take whatever God and life sent us because we KNEW God would provide and see us through.  I had worked with people who were Down’s syndrome in the past and had loved every one as very, very special gifts from God.  
We opted to see the pregnancy through.  Shortly before the due date we found out that the tests were in error and Alexandra would be born healthy and “normal”.  Needless to say there was much rejoicing.  

 (cont. on Saturday, March 6, 2010)

Thursday, March 18, 2010
Colossians 1:13—“He has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the Son He loves.

There have been times in my Christian walk where I have wondered where God is in the midst of my trials.  I remember during the dark days of my divorce that He seemed so far away.  And yet, when I look back now and analyze it, God had not left my side, I was the one who drew away from Him.  God is always there with open arms, waiting for us to return to Him, or to commit our lives to Him for the first time.  The encouraging message of the Resurrection is that God never gives up on us.  
When Jesus told Peter of his coming denial, Peter protested vehemently.  Yet Jesus knew the truth that Peter would deny Him, not once but three times.   Among Christ’s last words to Peter before His death were words of restoration: “But I have prayed for you, Simon,  that your faith may not fail.  And when you have turned back, strengthen your brothers.”  (Luke 22:32)  Jesus knew Peter would fail, but He loved him anyway and gave His zealous disciple hope of future service.  God can take our weaknesses and times of struggle and turn them into points of strength and honor for Himself, if we let Him.  Jesus was totally committed to Peter, knowing he would suffer a bitter defeat, but also knowing the Resurrection would change everything.  When Jesus stepped into the Upper Room the night of His resurrection, Peter was overjoyed because of the love and acceptance Christ portrayed.  This same love is ours for the taking.
Dear heavenly Father, forgive us for the times we stray.  Through the power of the resurrection, take our weaknesses and struggles and turn them into strengths so that we may bring You glory and honor all of the days of our lives.  In Jesus’ name. Amen.
Gayle O’Connell

Friday, March 19, 2010
John 3:16—“For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish, but have eternal life.”
 On January 12, 2010, my husband Curt went Home to be with the Lord. When the men in the Tuesday luncheon group received word, Dan Dezwarte discovered a red rose across the room and placed it on Curt’s usual seat.  I went to the florist to buy Curt’s funeral flowers.   I was thinking white.  The florist very adamantly said “Red roses:  You only want red roses”.  He knows best, I agreed.  When Dan attended the visitation at the funeral home, he was amazed at all the red roses and remembered the red rose at the luncheon and began to relate the story to me.  After the funeral service on Monday, all the flowers were taken to the cemetery and placed at Curt’s resting place.  We all left with 1 red rose each.   Also a vase of red roses was sent back to our home.  

A couple of days later I went back to the cemetery to visit.  I didn’t think much about it at the time but the red roses were still vibrant.  The next day I went back again and the caretaker came up to me and said he has never seen such beautiful red roses.  That same day I received a letter from Chuck and Sue Schaefer. Sue had forgotten her rose in the car after the funeral but retrieved it the next morning and placed it in water. Their Bible Study group that evening commented on the beautiful red rose.   Two days later another friend, Sue, told me that her red rose and her mom Audrey Trobe’s red rose were still beautiful.  My red rose also was still beautiful and the vase of red roses had not wilted.  I was going back to the cemetery daily taking pictures of the roses.     I took one long stem rose from the vase at home and placed it on the bench at the cemetery for Curt.  The next day I went back and took a picture of the vibrant red rose on the bench not wilted.  

I realized this was God’s work and His blessings were shining down on us.   I believe He was shining His light through Curt showing us His love and promise for our own eternal salvation.

(cont. on Saturday, March 20, 2010)

Thursday, March 4, 2010

(continued from Wednesday, March 3, 2010)

But when we tremulously reach out, moved by love, worship, or compassion, His grasp is sure. He takes our willingness, tears, and prayers and works miracles that leave us holding a testimony of Grace. 
Lent is about prayer, penitence, almsgiving and self-denial. It can be that in recognizing that Jesus is amongst the least-of-
these we will find moments this Lent to give sacrificially, denying ourselves of something so that we may give ... not because we have to. Heavens no!

Tigi is not even aware that she is a blessing and an example. She does not even know that many Christians have homes and land and would grieve to give them up. She gives of herself ... her space, her time, her few pennies, her love, and her Lord ... never counting her loss, but living in the light of the gratefulness she feels for what our Saviour has done in her life. Her penitence has led to fruits of righteousness. And such joy!

And, amazingly, as she stands there with but crumbs to give the Master, those who cry out the Psalm 69 cry are heard, and reached by a small, graying, unknown little woman who lives Lent in joy. Jesus has a plan to reach the least and the lost: His plan is us. We are His hands and feet on earth and Lent is a terrific springboard. Ask Him this day what dark corner He would have you touch with the Light He has graced you with.

Dear Lord, help us seek to be Your hands and feet on earth and shine Your light to those most in need.  Amen.
Melike Smeenge

Cross Cultural Connection—Middle East
Wednesday, March 3, 2010
Psalm 69:1-3
Hana looks up from her work and smiles shyly. It’s new to her to have work that she can feel proud of. Christine is teaching her - herself a miracle - rescued from the door of a brothel moments before her sale into that black hole. Tigi looks on, pleased that her student can teach; and the new girl is growing. This is the third country Tigi has lived in since she fled her homeland. Unlike many others she is not applying for asylum to a western nation. She is committed to living with the poor in the worst neighborhoods and working transformation as long as a host country will tolerate her. Her hair is greying, but she doesn’t seem thirty yet. Fleeing through Sudan and Yemen was challenging. She is thankful to be alive.

As we live and work in the Middle East we find more and more women who cry, with the Psalmist, “Deliver me, Oh God, for the water has reached my neck. I sink into the deep mire where there is no solid ground; I am in deep water, and the current overpowers me. I am exhausted from shouting for help; my throat is sore; my eyes grow tired looking for my God.” (Psalm 69:1-3) Human trafficking is overwhelming millions, especially women.

In our increasingly urban and busy world, few stop to hear the cry from the cesspools of life. And truly, the Hebrew for these “waters” can mean sewage and tears in this context. We live in a world where Psalm 10:8 has come alive. The wicked wait in ambush near the vulnerable, and few have time or awareness to notice. Yet those of us in Christ live an upside down life. When our pockets come up empty, but for a few dried fish, He can transform our crumbs, if we but give them to Him. Our charity can seem meager and worthless, and indeed, the enemy will be sure to try and make sure we hold back for fear of insignificance and personal failure. Anything to keep us from making that powerful connect of our weakness in to Christ’s power to transform!

(Cont. on March 4, 2010)
Saturday, March 20, 2010
(cont. from Friday, March 19, 2010)
When Curt was close to the end of his earthly life, I asked him if he would show me a small sign that he was okay  in Heaven.  
He replied that he wasn’t sure if God would let him.  I replied, “Maybe you can ask God when you get there.”
On the 9th day when I visited, the roses were removed from  Curt’s resting place.    When I returned home later that day, all my red roses had started to wilt.   

I wasn’t sad, knowing that our Heavenly Father can make anything possible in our lives.   I felt at peace and had the best friend I could ever ask for in Jesus Christ.     

Dear Heavenly Father, I feel so blessed on how You have shown us the light and glory through Your son Jesus Christ.   Thank you for your grace and promise in guiding us to the gift of eternal life.   I pray that we don’t forget to keep our eyes focused on You daily.  For You are our most loyal friend.    Amen. 

Ann Marie Grothmann  
John 16:32-33—“But a time is coming, and has come, when you will be scattered, each to his own home.  You will leave me all alone.  Yet I am not alone, for my Father is with me.  I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace.  In this world you will have trouble.  But take heart!   I have overcome the world.  “

John 17:1-3—“After Jesus said this He looked toward heaven and prayed:  ‘Father, the time has come.  Glorify Your Son that Your Son may glorify You.  For you granted Him authority over all people that He might give eternal life to all those You have given.  Now this is eternal life:  that they may know you, the one true God and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent.”

Sunday, March 21, 2010, 5th Sunday in Lent
Mark 15:42 – 16:8

I marvel at this illustration of God’s perfect timing. As emphasized, it was on Preparation Day (the day before the Sabbath) that Joseph of Arimathea took Jesus’ body and placed it in the tomb.  Mary Magdalene and Mary, the mother of Jesus, saw where the body was laid.  Their desire to anoint Jesus’ body was thwarted because Jesus died so close to the Sabbath, a day on which no work could be done.  The women were compelled to wait until the Sabbath was over to obtain embalming spices; an act showing devotion and love.  

Most probably the women feared being too late to put the sweet smelling spices on Jesus’ body.  In God’s perfect timing, however, the women arrived at Jesus’ tomb to find the angel waiting, assuring them that Jesus had risen!  God’s plan for these women was to be witnesses of the resurrection!

Don’t you marvel at God’s timing, as I do, each and every day?  Although plans and events in our lives do not always occur as we think or want, when I look back at my life I see that events happened at just the right time – God’s time.

Oswald Chambers wrote that as servants of God, we must make room for Him.  We must give God “elbow room.”  This is certainly the goal of the practice of any spiritual discipline.  In the midst of all our plans we often forget to make room for God to enter in as He chooses, and when He chooses. 

The way to do this, to make room for Him, is to EXPECT Him to come, but not in any particular way.  We tend to overlook God’s usual element of surprise, yet isn’t that what makes life awesome?  

Live in a state of EXPECTANCY, and make room for God to come in as He chooses.

Our Father,  Your timing is perfect.  Open our eyes to see You at work in our lives today.  Keep us close to You as we want to be “about your business.”   In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Lisa Hawkins
Tuesday, March 2, 2010

Luke 23:39-43

Luke 23:42—“Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.”

                                                                                                       

       Whether on death row or not, prison time never leaves a person unaffected spiritually. In prisons today, you find those who are either hardened in their rebellion against God or those who are ready to soak up His love like a sponge.  This, in fact, happens with respect to all types of suffering.  You become hardened against a God “who let this happen to you,” or you become softened and ultimately surrender to the Sovereign One. 
 The first criminal had become hardened against God.  He didn’t believe that Christ could do him any good, and instead hurled insults at Him.  The second criminal is appalled by his cellmate’s behavior: “Don’t you fear God?  We are punished justly, but this man has done nothing wrong.”  He packed more theology in those words than he ever could have known:  This Jesus is God.  We deserve to be punished.  He, the perfect man, didn’t. 
       This is no jailhouse religion. The criminal confesses his sin and turns to the only One who can help him.  He utters a humble prayer:  “Jesus, remember me.”
       There’s no person beyond the reach of God’s grace.  Not a serial killer on death row.  Not you and me.  In fact, you and I bring nothing more to the salvation table than a death-row inmate.  Each of us, regardless of our circumstances, must pray this prayer as those deserving death but turning to Jesus for help. 
Dear Father, I pray for those who are going through the Refiner’s fire.  May they be drawn closer to You through their difficult experience.  May I, too, turn my heart to You, Lord, my only comfort in life and in death.  Amen.
Dr. H. David Schuringa, President

Crossroad Bible Institute
Monday, March 1, 2010
Isaiah 49:1-7

God is the one who first moves toward us and pursues us. God initiates the life of faith.  Today’s text invites us to remember God’s initiative with His servant Israel.  In verse 1 we read “before I was born the Lord called me”. God is the one who took the initiative to choose and appoint Israel to be His servant. When Isaiah writes of a call that happens before birth, he is reminding us that God’s initiative typically has nothing to do with us and everything to do with God. Even before we can respond, God is at work in our lives.  I discovered this truth a few years ago when as an adoptee I decided to search for my birth mother.  Throughout the search I had a sense of God’s leading.  
When I finally had the opportunity to meet some members of my birth family I was able to add the story of my relinquishment to the story of my adoption.  It was during this time that I realized in a deeper way that God was the one at work in the whole process.  Even before I was born God was working to bring me to Himself.  Not only in my birth, but also in coming to faith, God is the one who took the initiative and worked through circumstances and people to open my eyes to my need for a Savior.  Even before I had a clue about who God was, God pursued me and found me and called me specifically by name (v. 1).  
What is true about God’s call to Israel is also true in God’s call to each one of us.  God takes the initiative to pursue us and works specifically through people, circumstances, and events to bring us to Himself.

Beginning from before your birth, how has God taken the initiative to work in your life and call you to faith?

God thank you for the specific ways you have worked in my life to open my eyes to You.  Continue to open my ears so that I might hear you call me by name during this Lenten journey.  Amen.  

Rev. Dr. Ron Hilliard
Monday, March 22, 2010
Read Isaiah 49:1-7

God’s call goes beyond the invitation to come to Him.  When God calls us there is also an invitation to join God in the work of the Kingdom.  God initiates and calls us in order to impact a hurting world.  In today’s Scripture reading the Servant is called and given a mission (v. 5 and 6).  The first part of the mission involves bringing Israel back to God.  On first reading, it seems that it is the exiles that the Servant will bring back.  But also within this Servant Song is the promise that God will send His Son to bring back God’s people.  The mission is more than God saving Israel.  God also will send the servant to be a “light to the Gentiles”.  The Servant will “bring God’s salvation to the ends of the earth”.  Israel was to be a light to the nations, yet somewhere along the way God’s people forgot that they were “blessed to be a blessing”.  They forgot the mission that God had given them.  
The church today has the same mission.....to be a light to all people and to take the message of God’s salvation to the ends of the earth.  As disciples we are called to be a part of God’s mission to the world.  And today we see that mission coming to fruition.  The church in many parts of the world is exploding with growth. Our part in God’s mission is not only taking the Good News to those in the world who have not heard, but it is also to encourage and support the people of God in places like Africa, Asia, South America and Cuba.  Our resources, prayers, and partnerships with God’s people are an important part of the mission of the church!  May we be faithful to our calling! 
How can you expand your relationship with the “global” church?
God give me a heart for the people that You love and use me to take the good news of Your kingdom wherever You might send me.  Give me Your worldwide kingdom vision.  Amen.
Rev. Dr. Ron Hilliard
Tuesday, March 23, 2010
In Europe, “Fasching” or carneval leading up to Lent is full of beer parties, pork and sweet baked goods. Not everything that goes on during this celebration is evil but the “party” is certainly characterized by what you could call “footloose and fancy free”. The free time in people’s lives is spent on things like what the prodigal son sought and found. “Faschingsdienstag” is the last day before Lent. This Tuesday is the high point of carneval. The day is also known as Mardi Gras and as “Fetter Dienstag” -“Greasy Tuesday” - because it is the last day that eggs, fatty meat, fish and cake can be eaten before the Lenten Fast begins. Greasy Tuesday in 2010 is February 16th. Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, February 17th, 2010.      

From Wikipedia: “Lent, in Christian tradition, is the period of the liturgical year leading up to Easter. The traditional purpose of Lent is the preparation of the believer — through prayer, penitence, almsgiving and self-denial — for the annual commemoration during Holy Week of the Death and Resurrection of Jesus, which recalls the events linked to the Passion of Christ and culminates in Easter – the  celebration of the Resurrection of Jesus Christ.” 

Fasching and Lent are days here on earth before Easter and the CROSS. What do we do with those days? How are we spending our time on earth, “in between”, until HE comes again? We learned a new song recently in our church in Klagenfurt. I have translated it for us to think about. 

 

“There is a chasm between heaven and earth and a battle between light and darkness in this time in between. We are still between heaven and earth and we keep doing what we don’t want to do in this time in between.

In the middle of this world but not of this world, we belong to YOU but we are still here. There YOU hang between heaven and earth, totally alone and deserted by man and God, between heaven and earth outstretched, there on the CROSS. There YOU hang between heaven and earth. Where the crossbeams cross is the place where heaven and earth meet in YOU, on the CROSS.

(cont. on March 24, 2010)
Sunday, February 28, 2010, 2nd Sunday in Lent
Habakkuk 3:17—“. . . yet I will rejoice in the Lord, I will be joyful in God my Savior.”

These are the final words of the prophet Habakkuk, written about 2600 years ago as he was witnessing injustice, violence, and evil all around him.  He has much to say to us in 2010. 

Habakkuk asks God some tough questions; “How long, O Lord, must I call for help but You do not listen?  Why do you make me look at injustice?  Why do You tolerate wrong?”  God answers: “Look at the nations and watch—and be utterly amazed.  For I am going to do something in your days that you would not believe, even if you were told.”   

God’s people were about to experience the tyranny of their greatest earthly enemy in a way they never saw coming.  But God’s purpose would be fulfilled.  Habakkuk trusted God and rejoiced.

To whom do you ask your tough questions?  The psalms of Lent call us to confess our complicity in the evil around us, “I know my evil well, it stares me in the face, evil do to you alone before your very eyes.” (Psalm 51:5-6a)  But Lent is also an appropriate time to practice asking God our hardest questions: “What will happen if finances get worse?  Why do disasters like Haiti happen?  Why can’t I talk meaningfully with my children?  

Habakkuk is a witness: God welcomes our toughest questions.  If we listen, we will hear His answers.  But in Jesus we have something Habakkuk never had.  God stepped into this sinful world, not to condemn our sin, but to show us the extent of His love.  Habakkuk rejoiced in God only by trust and faith—from a distance!  We know God-with-us!

In his closing words, Habakkuk draws a bleak picture: financial devastation, famine, unchecked violence, and worse to come.  But his ultimate trust was in God and so was his joy.  Our strength and our joy is in Jesus who destroyed the power of evil and ultimately death itself. Whatever you are facing, however tough your questions are, rejoice in God who is your Savior.

Rev. Dr. Paul Detterman

Executive Director of Presbyterians for Renewal

Equipping leaders of congregations within the PC(USA) 

to be biblically faithful and missionally minded

in their service to Jesus Christ.
Saturday, February 27, 2010
Read John 1:29-42

Andrew had heard the testimony of John the Baptist and had begun to follow Jesus.  He then had the opportunity to spend a day with Jesus (v. 39).  He discovered through John’s testimony and his own personal experience that Jesus was the promised Messiah. Today’s Scripture tells us that the first thing that Andrew does when he realizes Jesus’ identity is to go and find his brother, Simon.  He is so excited about meeting Jesus that he cannot wait to introduce his brother to him. When Andrew finds Simon he tells him of his startling discovery about Jesus. It is important to note that Andrew witnesses to his brother by telling him what he had learned.  There is a verbal aspect of witnessing.  We are all called to tell others what we have experienced with Christ.  Next, the text tells us that Andrew brings Simon to Jesus (v. 42).  God used Andrew as part of the process of Simon’s meeting Jesus.  God works through people and depends upon them to help introduce others to Jesus.  
As I think about this I am aware of a long list of people that God has used to impact my spiritual life.  My mother, grandmother, youth leaders, pastors, and friends have all been used by God to help bring me to Jesus. Some brought me to Jesus by their example.  Others impacted my faith through simply spending time with me.  Still others influenced my walk with Christ by teaching God’s Word and by telling me how God had worked in their lives.  Like Andrew, as followers of Jesus, it is part of our calling to bring others to Jesus.  

Who are the people God has used to impact your spiritual life?  Be sure and thank God for them.  

Jesus continue to work in my life and give me both awareness and openness to be used by you to impact others for your Kingdom.  Amen.
Rev. Dr. Ron Hilliard
Wednesday, March 24, 2010

(cont. from March 23, 2010)
We suffer between heaven and earth. We are pulled apart on the way to YOU in this time in between. There is a path between heaven and earth and YOU YOURSELF are the bridge and the way in this time in between, in this time in between.

We stand between heaven and earth and we step into the chasm with YOU in this time in between. YOU will make heaven and earth new, but YOUR Kingdom is already here and YOU are faithful in this time in between, in this time in between.”

Will our time “in between” be spent partying or praying? Will we be involved in the work of the world or the Kingdom? 
Dear Lord, Help us spend our time “in between” focusing on You and Your Kingdom.  Amen.

(ca. “Zwischen Himmel und Erde”, Music and Melody: Albert Frey 

(c) 2002 Gerth Medien Musikverlag, Asslar

from the songbook “Feiert Jesus 3!” #221

“Between Heaven and Earth” (c) 2010 Translation to English

Mark Bryan

Missions for S.E. Europe--Austria
1 Peter 3: 13-18—“Who is going to harm you if you are eager to do good?  But even if you should suffer for what is right, you are blessed.  ‘Do not fear what they fear; do not be frightened.’  But in your hearts set apart Christ as Lord.  Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have.  But do this with gentleness and respect, keeping a clear conscience, so that those who speak maliciously against your good behavior in Christ may be ashamed of their slander. It is better, if it is God’s will, to suffer for doing good than for doing evil.  For Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God.  He was put to death in the body but made alive by the spirit,”
Thursday, March 25, 2010
Read Isaiah 49:1-7

It is important to remember that when God calls and sends us on His mission that we must depend upon God.  This is a lot easier said than actually done.  We are often taught to work hard, prepare well, make the right decisions, correctly analyze the situation and then we will succeed.  The leadership culture of corporate America can subtlety make its way into the life of faith and make us believe that success depends more on us that upon God.  The servant, in today’s Scripture reading, has learned an important truth about trusting in God.  He says that his own strength in accomplishing his mission was not enough (v. 4).  But later, the servant has discovered that God has been his strength (v. 5). We will only discover God’s strength when we have learned that our own strength is not enough.  If we insist on depending on ourselves and our strength, we will never experience God’s strength.  
Even though I have been a servant of God for over 30 years, I still give into the temptation to rely upon my own strength.  I often make decisions before taking the time to listen to God.  I work way more hours than I should because I believe that success depends upon me.  It is easy for me to jump to action and only later ask God to bless what I have done.  While I recognize this about myself, I am also learning to trust God and rely upon His strength through the practice of several Spiritual Disciplines.  In prayer I learn I make my requests to God and wait for His answers.  In solitude I stay focused on God, attending to His presence.  In worship I regularly focus on God through praise, confession, and hearing His word.  These Spiritual practices keep me connected to God as I continue to learn to rely upon Him.  
What mission has God given you?  
God help me to stay focused on You and may You become my strength.  Amen.

Rev. Dr. Ron Hilliard
Friday, February 26, 2010
Philippians 4:4-9, 11-13

Several years ago I was driving to Lakeside Park with our three older grandchildren.  We were all singing our favorite choruses when I said, “What could be so grand as singing with three of my favorite pals?”  Our Chase immediately replied, “It doesn’t take much to make you happy, Grandma.”  I laughed, but what food for thought.

As time moved on, those words came to me as I thought of my life and what were the priorities that make me happy.  Of course, I am even grateful for my faith, trust and the fact that Jesus died for my sins and will give me eternal life.  God has blessed me with many loved ones and friends.  I appreciate nature and also the material possessions that have been granted me.  But I also have concerns in my life.  More and more God is showing me that most of these concerns are merely facts in my life—facts that cause happiness or sadness.  God must be the true focus of my life and that results in joy.  There are many times when I allow a fact in my life to become the focus—needless to say anxiety, self-doubt, a little pity, etc. can take over.

Then I am reminded to place all of these facts in their proper place, focus on God and His direction for me and my world will revolve in His plan for me.  What a joy to do God’s will with a smile.  I pray that I will practice that more.  Paul said it so well, “for I have learned in whatsoever state I am, therewith to be content.’”  It will take me a lifetime to learn to focus always on God, but I am eager for that accomplishment.  Only God can grant true peace and contentment by His grace.  

God, help me to make you my constant focus.  Amen.

Jane Sanders

Thursday, February 25, 2010
Psalm 40:1-11

A visiting seminary professor who was teaching at our church once talked about how God shows up and shows off.  He was reminding us of God’s faithful presence and willingness to act on our behalf.  Psalm 40 does the same in recounting God’s saving activity in the life of author.  God heard his pray (v. 1), intervened in order to save (v. 2), and transformed his life (v. 3). Not only does the author of Psalm 40 recount God’s faithfulness in his life, he also gives us an example of an appropriate response when God acts on our behalf.  He becomes a witness to what God has done.  He proclaims God’s righteousness in the great assembly (v. 9) and speaks of God’s faithfulness and salvation (v. 10). He makes sure that what God has done in not hidden from others.  Not only does the psalmist model the importance of sharing when God saves, but he also tells us where we are to do this-in the community of faith.  
A growing practice in our church at our contemporary worship service is to ask for people to share their “God sightings” from the past week.  People will stand and share how God “showed up” in their lives.   The sharing often includes stories of God’s faithfulness, awareness of God’s presence in other people or in nature, answers to prayers, etc. This time of sharing is a highlight of the worship service as people give witness to God’s faithfulness.  The blessings that come from this witness are profound.  Not only is the whole community reminded of God’s faithfulness, but those struggling in difficult situations are encouraged to remain steadfast while waiting for the Lord to turn and hear their prayers (v. 1).   
List the ways that God has been faithful to you in showing up and answering your prayers.  How have you given witness to God’s faithfulness?  Who can you tell today about God’s faithfulness to you?
Lord thank you for the times you have been faithful to me.  Teach me to wait with hope in Your answers to prayer and to faithfully witness to Your faithfulness and salvation.   Amen.

Rev. Dr. Ron Hilliard                

Friday, March 26, 2010

Matthew 6:12—“Forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.”
Understanding God’s seamless love for us from before time was created through eternity is unfathomable.  Agape embodies all of God’s perfect love including His reactions to creation’s endless dynamic.  Within this realm is His promise of total forgiveness for all of our sins simply by a sincere, repentant request.  

Unreconciled transgressions (read: “debts” or “trespasses”) are the closed door to all interpersonal relationships.  In order to establish a loving, personal relationship with each of us, God, in the person of Jesus Christ, has given Himself as the perfect example of love and forgiveness.  His plan of forgiveness and salvation goes like this:  1)  the Transgressed pays the debtor’s debts;  2) He offers the debtor complete forgiveness; 3) being confronted with the offer the debtor may repentantly accept; 4) the Transgressed gives the debtor absolute assurance of pardon and 5) the former debtor accepts and “owns” the assurance.  Reconcilation!

Many Christians have trouble owning God’s complete forgiveness because of their limited knowledge of Agape-type love.  Our arrogance convinces us we know our forgiveness is limited so God’s must be also.  Not true.  Our Manufacturer, God, knows us best and promises if we will seek, we will find truth and limitless power of love with total forgiveness.  Our growth in Agape love and its exhibition through reconciled relationships is what life is all about.

Father, thank you for forgiving my debts not as I have forgiven my debtors, but as you would have me forgive them.  Help me to part with my ‘elephant-like’ memory of others’ transgressions and experience love as I have never known before.  Amen.
Bob Johnson
Saturday, March 27, 2010
I Corinthians 1:1-9

The most prominent word in today’s Scripture reading is the word “called”.  It is used four times in this introduction to Paul’s letter to the church in Corinth.  I believe that Paul was trying to make a point right from the start of his letter—all  Christians are called by God!  He begins by mentioning in verse 1 that God called him to be an apostle.  Then in verse 2 Paul tells the church that all who call on the name of the Lord are called to be holy.  God’s call is not just for those we consider professional church leaders, but it is to all Christians who are called to be “saints”.  This means that all who call on the name of the Lord are set apart for God to use.  Each one is, in essence, ordained by God for ministry.  
Paul then goes on to mention what God does to assist us in our ministries.  First of all in verse 7 we read that God gives spiritual gifts that are part of our calling.  We lack nothing, he says, in order to do the work of ministry.  Secondly, God’s strength is available to us so that we can faithfully serve.  And lastly, we read that God calls us into a fellowship of believers.  
We are not alone in ministry.  Rather we are part of a great community of believers who are all called to ministry.  That is the church!  The support, encouragement, prayers, and gifts of all the saints are available to each one of us in serving together.  Often the church lacks power and fails to have a great impact for the kingdom because of division, broken relationships, and lack of unity.  Paul will later write in this letter that all are part of the same body.  Our impact is discovered as we serve together rather than separately.   In a world of brokenness and individuality, our impact as a church comes in our example of community.
What impact has the community of faith had on your calling and ministry?
God help me to hear Your call and know that I am set apart to serve You.  Amen.
Rev. Dr. Ron Hilliard     

Wednesday, February 24, 2010
Once in a while when I feel like changing things up a little bit in my times with God I pray through a portion of Scripture.  I take my time to go through it slowly reading out loud to myself,  sometimes verse-by-verse, sometimes phrase by phrase, and sometimes a couple of words at a time stopping after each verse, phrase, or word to pray out loud. 

Below you will find a passage from Philippians broken up for you.  Take your time and go through it slowly reading out loud pausing to pray out loud after each line.

Philippians 2:5-11

5 Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus: 

6 Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality 
    with God something to be grasped, 

7 but made himself nothing,

   taking the very nature of a servant,

   being made in human likeness. 

8 And being found in appearance as a man, 

   he humbled himself and became obedient to death

   even death on a cross! 

9 Therefore God exalted him to the highest place 

   and gave him the name that is above every name, 

10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow,

     in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 

11 and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord,

    to the glory of God the Father.
Edward Nabhan

Tuesday, February 23, 2010

2 Timothy 4:7—“I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith.”

Hebrews 12:11—“Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us.”

The “Bad Frog” (Beyond All Doubt Fully Relying On God) athletic team, including our son, Tom, ran a relay race across our state starting early on a Friday morning.  They ran in the light of day and the dark of night.  The dark hours especially concerned us.

After returning home late on Saturday afternoon and pushing  the button on our answering machine, we heard our son’s voice,  amid lots of celebratory noise, “Hey, I ran a good race, we are all safe.  Talk with you soon.”  

The thought came to me, how wonderful it would be when we finish this “race of life” and enter eternity if we could call our loved ones with such a message.  

Just as athletes stay in physical training, so as Christians we should stay in spiritual training—worship, prayer, praise, Bible study, service and fellowship with our church family so when our race is done and we cross the finish line, if we could, we would call home and say, “Hey, I ran a good race, I arrived safely.  Talk with you soon.”

During this Lenten Season,  examine yourself to find out what part of your spiritual life needs more training.  What must you give us or add to your life to bring about improvement?  

Dear Father, May we keep in good spiritual training so we run a good race, cross the finish line safely and join the celebration.  May we trust in Your help, protection and love along the way.  In the name of Jesus. Amen.

Betty Bennett
Palm Sunday, March 28, 2010, (Holy Week Begins)
Galatians 2:20; Galatians 5:6b; Galatians 5:16; 

Galatians 5: 24-25
Do I rise each morning and tell myself that today I will live by and keep in step with the Spirit?  Not consciously.  I rise each morning and face the day with prayer, eagerness anticipation and optimism, most of the time!  I am fully aware that I never know what the day has in store.  

Experience has taught me that each day is a mixed bag.  The verses above are my foundation, and my foundation has faced its share of storms, as well as balmy calm days.  When I accepted Jesus Christ as my Savior I was crucified with Christ which means I have the Holy Spirit living in me who enables me to die to my sinful nature.  As I face each day with all its decisions and interactions with different personalities I find I need to depend on Christ living in me.  I need Jesus to fill me with His Spirit and help me make decisions that will not want my way more than His way.  This is the battle that goes on everyday and in every decision and circumstance I encounter.  Hebrews 11:1 tells me that faith is being sure of what I hope for…and certain of what I do not see.  So  I rely on my faith in an Almighty powerful God who I am certain of, but do not see.  I can testify to the power of a resurrected Lord who permeates my being with His love and Spirit.  So as I live and walk in the Spirit, my faith in Jesus Christ and in the power of His resurrection over my sinful nature helps me face every circumstance even unto death with an eternal perspective.  When I live by the spirit and keep in step with the spirit I can truly walk through the troubled waters on higher ground.  If the only thing that counts is faith expressing itself through love as Galatians 5:6 says, I must live by faith in the Son of God and realize I no longer live but Christ lives in me.  Praise God, He’s set me free!

Father God, I rejoice in Your great love for me and the sacrifice of Your son, Jesus Christ.  Lord, I confess I need you every hour and ask that You take my empty vessel and fill it with Your Spirit so that I may demonstrate Your great love to those around me.  Instill in me faith to know what I hope for and to be certain of what I do not see.  May others know without a doubt that what they see through my faith and love is Jesus.  Amen.
Cynthia Hannan

Monday, March 29, 2010

2 Timothy 4:7—“I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith.”

God blessed me with the words to this song after reflecting on Rev. Arnold’s teachings from Paul’s experiences in Acts.  This is what came from reflecting on what are and could have been Paul’s last words.  

Home
Verse 1

It’s been a long, long road,

A winding path thru the dark night.

I’ve seen the darkness overcome by light

And all the while, the shadow’s calling me.

Chorus

Home where I belong

Home (to be) wrapped in your arms

I hear your voice calling me home

Home where I belong.

Verse 2

The promise of home has kept me going all these years

The promise of home has driven away all my fears

The promise of home has kept me here,

Close, to the one I love.  I’m heading

Chorus

Bridge

I’ve fought the good fight for so long

Worked myself right to the bone

And now I’m headed to the one I love, I’m headed

Chorus

The chords create a sense of longing, as it is written in the key of C, but the note doesn’t become prevalent until the chorus, when we sing the word home is when it finally resolves and builds and feels finished—what I imagine getting home to heaven will be like.

Mayker Bantz
Monday, February 22, 2010
Psalm 63:8—“My soul followeth hard after thee: thy right hand upholdeth me.”

“When the Lord divided Canaan among the tribes of Israel, Levi received no share of the land.  God said to him simply, ‘I am thy part and thine inheritance,’ and by those words made him richer than all his brethren, richer than all the kings and rajas who have ever lived in the world.  And there is a spiritual principle here, a principle still valid for every priest of the Most High God.  

The man who has God for his treasure has all things in One.  Many ordinary treasures may be denied him, or if he is allowed to have them, the enjoyment of them will be so tempered that they will never be necessary to his happiness.  Or if he must see them go, one after one, he will scarcely feel a sense of loss, for having the Source of all things he has in One all satisfaction, all pleasure, all delight.  Whatever he may lose, he has actually lost nothing, for he now has it all in One, and he has it purely, legitimately and forever.

O God, I have tasted Thy goodness, and it has both satisfied me and made me thirsty for more.  I am painfully conscious of my need of further grace.  I am ashamed of my lack of desire.  O God, the Triune God, I want to want Thee; I long to be filled with longing; I thirst to be made more thirsty still.  Show me Thy glory, I pray Thee, that so I may know Thee indeed.  Begin in mercy a new work of love within me.  Say to my soul, ‘Rise up, my love, my fair one, and come away.’  Then give me grace to rise and follow Thee up from this misty lowland where I have wandered so long.  In Jesus’ Name, Amen.”

From Excerpts from The Pursuit of God,” in Volume 1 The Best of A. W. Tozer, compiled by Warren W. Wiersbe, 1995, Baker Books.  
Sunday, February 21, 2010, 1st Sunday in Lent

John 5:45
The journey of following Jesus is one of constantly being shaped and molded and changed into who we are in Christ. Being a Christian is to be made like Jesus. As I read the Gospels they are like mirrors reflecting areas of my soul that are in need of change, areas that are to Jesus what oil is to vinegar. As I encounter the Jesus of the Bible He begins to challenge the motives of my heart and mind, and He calls me to abandon the hope I have in my own ability to please God.

This is shown crystal clear in John 5:45—“Do not think that I will accuse you to the Father. There is one who accuses you: Moses, on whom you have set your hope.” 

All of religion’s hope rested on keeping the law of Moses. The prevailing thought was that if you could knuckle down and keep the law then you could get to God. He would welcome you and pat you on the back for all the good work that you had done. Living this way is so shortsighted, so intent on keeping a list of rules and regulations that it leaves no room for love, no room for grace; it is out to get what is its own and earn what it perceives it deserves. 

This is why Jesus word’s in the Gospel of John should shake our very souls. He calls us to stop worshipping at the altar of our own abilities and trust nothing but the blood of Jesus to merit our welcome into the presence of the God of the universe. 

Let us not continue being shortsighted and selfish but look at things with the eyes of Jesus. We are loved and accepted by God, not because we have kept the rules and upheld the law. We are loved and accepted by God because Jesus fulfilled the law’s demands and satisfied the wrath of God. Let us, by God’s grace, rest our hope on this and this alone.

Mike Brunjes

Youth For Christ
Tuesday, March 30, 2010

Psalm 130

God gave me most of this song a long time ago.  It never felt finished.  Thanks to Rev. Arnold’s recommendation to read cross references in Scripture, the Lord took me to Psalm 130 and finished the song for me in His perfect mercy.  

Perfect Mercy
Verse 1

You come to me and ask something I can’t give

You say, child, be perfect

But I must confess, I can’t do it on my own 

So I come to your feet and beg mercy

I’m at your cross crying mercy

I’m on my knees asking your blood to cover me

Pre-Chorus

You came down and dealt with my shame

You came down and know my pain

We’re cleansed at the cross (My sin nailed you to the cross)

Your blood covers us (Your blood cleanses us)

Chorus

And we’re free

Free to love you

Free to serve you

Free to give our lives

To you 

and we’re

Free to love you

Free to worship

Free to give our lives

To you

Verse 2 

Psalm 130
Out of the depths I cry to you

O Lord, hear my small voice

Let your ears hear my cries for mercy

I come to your feet and beg mercy

I’m at your cross crying mercy

I’m on my knees asking your blood to cover me.

Pre-Chorus

Chorus

Mayker Bantz

Wednesday, March 31, 2010

Hebrews 12:1-2


Yesterday I went to a dear friend's memorial. It isn't the first in the last few months. Actually it was the third one of my dear friends who went to be with the Lord. These three women I have known for many years. I have laughed until I cried, cried until I laughed, walked along side long enough to see the realness of their lives and loved them as my own family. We prayed through births, marriages, children's decisions, deaths of parents and too many birthdays to count. We have shared our faith and what the Lord is doing in our lives countless times. In all of this they have taught me many, many lessons from our lives.  
Caroline was the prayer warrior. She loved the Lord's Word, the Bible, and loved talking to Jesus. She also loved singing hymns. It comforted her in the last few days of her life to hear those old hymns. Her concern was that she finish well for the Lord. She wanted to stay faithful to the end, a gentle and faithful woman of God. . .
Marty was the last to leave. She was a combination of strength and gentleness. A great love for her family and her Savior gave her courage beyond her own. Traveling outside her comfort zone into other lands and cultures, loving people and extending hospitality to all who came across her path, and seeing others come and grow in Christ was the desire of her heart.  Quote: "The Lord wants you to trust Him" and "I am resting in Jesus’ arms while He fights this battle for me.” 

Trust, faith, courage, strength, believing God's word, gentleness, witnessing. I have been taught well. Lessons of their lives will not be wasted on me. I have treasured them in my heart and have applied these great gifts the Lord gave me to my own life and to other women whom I have opened my heart to as well.
Dear Lord, Thank you for their lives, their willingness to love unconditionally and be faithful to the end.  May we learn from their example to rest in Jesus’ arms.  Amen.

Written in memory of Marty Jarrett, Shirley Alley’s sister-in-law, by Darla Duhamell
Saturday, February 20, 2010
1 Peter 1:3-7
This time of year brings our thoughts to Christ’s journey to Calvary and His ultimate sacrifice for sinners.  Many throughout the world will “give up” something during this season to remind them of Christ’s suffering and God’s sacrifice – namely His Son.  Often people or their pastors will turn to Job, because of his sufferings, to teach them humility and the limitation of human wisdom.  It is important to understand God’s lesson regarding Job – namely that through Job’s continued fear of the Lord throughout his suffering, at the end Satan was silenced, Job’s friends were silenced and Job was silenced, but God was not.

The journey in this life will be on a road that has many bumps along the way.  It is how a person responds to those bumps that will determine the end result.  You have often heard the words “just walk a mile in my shoes” as a response to comments made regarding challenges as a result of accident, war or disease.  This is a self centered statement seeking sympathy.  Just because you face challenges does not mean that you can ignore or disregard God’s purpose in your life.  It is not your plan or my plan, but His plan, even in the midst of suffering.

One can find the answer, in fact all the answers, in the Book of Life, the Bible, a biography of the rule and reign of God.  The Gospel of Luke, more than any other Gospel, tells us Jesus’ 28 parables – lessons for life.  Suffering keeps one focused – it is, after all, not about you or me – it is all about Him.  You can either use suffering to seek sympathy or treat it as an opportunity to glorify God.  After all, how can we not be humbled by the greatest sacrifice of all?  When you accept Christ into your heart, you become a “new creature” in Christ.  We call that conversion.  And as my teacher said – that’s a big deal – a very big deal, how true, how true.  We will find Joy in all things – even suffering.  We will want to become His Disciples- His Servants.  “I surrender all for all to Him I owe.”

Our dear heavenly Father we come before Thee with humble and grateful hearts to thank Thee for the gift of Thy Son, who in the midst of suffering and sacrifice gives us hope—hope  that one day, at the appointed time, will bring us face to face in Glory. Amen.  

Jack Wiersma

Friday, February 19, 2010
Proverbs 8:20—“I walk in the way of righteousness along the paths of justice.”
As we journey toward Jerusalem with Jesus.  I think about our sisters and brothers in Haiti and how they have suffered such great loss.  In the midst of such tragedy and devastation they sing hymns of faith.  At a make shift outside church next to tents the pastor asks the rag tag group to give as they had more than others and people gave.

 Is that not the story of the cross?  When we glimpse in some small way what care and love Jesus has for us,our lives are changed and even in the midst of tragedy we can sing and be people of faith.  This last year has been a trying and often very difficult year for many of us financially and in other ways but as people of faith we hold tight to our faith.  Each day CROS Ministries has the awesome responsibility of offering hope, care, and grace-- God’s love.  Thank you for putting hands, feet and a heart to God as we walk in the way of righteousness, and follow in the path of justice.  

Rev. Pam Cahoon

CROS Ministries
JESUS IS THE ANSWER
How wonderful and marvelous Jesus truly is.  There is no one like Him.  To every need He is the answer, and we can see His greatness through many different ways.

He is the baker’s Bread, the quilter’s Pattern, the homemaker’s Guest, the gardener’s Rose, the writer’s Story, the musician’s Song, the artist’s Subject, the painter’s Pallet, the builder’s Foundation, the doctor’s Physician, the explorer’s Destination, the lawyer’s Advocate, the architect’s Cornerstone, the executive’s Leader.

Jesus is the traveler’s Highway, the navigator’s True North, the preacher’s Message, the intercessor’s High Priest, the giver’s Wealth, the servant’s Master, the needy one’s Provision, the thirsty one’s Drink, the empty one’s Fullness, the joyful one’s Celebration, the seeker’s Fulfillment, the worshiper’s Object, and the heart’s Delight.

From “His Footsteps, My Pathway” by Roy Lessin
Maundy Thursday, April 1, 2010

Deuteronomy 8:3
Luke 2:19
 “Can I do that?”  I was poised in front of the whiteboard about to put up a Bible verse. I handed “Sam” the cloth and let him clear the board. It’s funny to me how much they enjoy doing simple things like that. As I sat down to reference a verse, Sam asked why we put Bible verses on the board. I explained that God’s Word is food for our Spirit just like we eat food for our bodies. Our hope is that everyone in the house will read the verse each week and it will help feed their spirit. 
Well, kids have a way of asking silly questions that turn out to be profound. Sam responded to my explanation with another question, “Can your spirit get a tummy ache?” I had to chuckle and first responded with “No, I don’t think so.” But just as I said no I thought of all the “junk food” we eat like tv and internet. There is a lot we do with our time that is not only unfulfilling but can be poisonous to our souls.  I finished my thought with Sam, “Well, maybe it can.” We then talked about the possible ways a spiritual tummy ache is caused or can manifest itself, like bad dreams, sadness, or loneliness. 
For days I thought about that conversation. God opened my eyes to how little “soul food” I eat and how much “junk food” I help myself to. I saw the effect it was having on me, and the people in my life, simply because I am malnourished. I don’t have a New Year resolution of -no tv or internet- but I do see the value in weeding out the bad “food” and getting more of the good. 
When the Bible says that Mary, “took these things and treasured them in her heart.” I can identify. The kids we care for give us gold nuggets in the little things they say and do and I treasure them more than anything. 
Dear Lord, Feed us with your word, food for our souls and help us treasure your word in our hearts. Amen.
Stephanie Gruber, Family Teacher, Thornwell Home for Children.   She and her husband care for elementary school aged boys.  They are the front line of care.

Good Friday, April 2, 2010
Isaiah 53:11—“After the suffering of his soul, he will see the light of life and be satisfied; by his knowledge my righteous servant will justify many, and he will bear their iniquities.”
“After suffering He will be satisfied”, what a peculiar phrase! This word, satisfy means to have one’s fill, or to have enough, or to hold no more. It pertains to food and drink and to no longer being hungry or thirsty. Satisfaction can also mean to be fulfilled, or completed as a work. The work of Christ after His suffering or anguish on the Cross was completed or fulfilled and He has obtained righteousness for the many who are sinners. Ultimately His sacrifice has fulfilled or paid the price for our atonement from sin, and we have been made right with God. Christ’s work of salvation was done in the suffering on the Cross, and He is full or sated by the work that He completed. The original work of Creation done in the garden and before the Fall signified an unhindered relationship with God. With the Fall, that relationship was broken and we were expelled from the Garden because of our sin and rebellion. At the end of God’s creating work, He rested and worshipped. 
In the same way Christ at the end of His suffering work on the Cross for our salvation and redemption rested in the satisfaction of the payment of the debt for our sin. Christ’s work returns us to the state of the Garden before the Fall. We have access to God and now enjoy relationship with Him. What a wonder! We no longer die in the presence of God, but have life in relationship with God. As Christ worships with the Father, so too should we worship because Christ has satisfied the debt for our sin. We now have life that fills or satisfies our spiritual hunger and thirst for relationship with God. We are full of life because Jesus is alive in the presence of the Father.

Thank you, Jesus for your willingness to suffer on our account and to satisfy the debt that was owed for our rebellion.  Help us to live in the satisfaction You bring to our lives by filling us with Your food and drink.  Amen.

Lynn Grandsire
Thursday, February 18, 2010

(cont. from Wednesday, February 17, 2010)
God in Jesus and by the reality of the still incomplete devotion of God’s people to the God who is completely devoted to them.  So prayer and fasting are human responses 
to God’s grace acknowledging that God has begun His good work in the world and in us but like Israel in the wilderness we have not yet arrived in the Promised Land.  We are still on the journey, we are still learning, growing, being refined and purified until at the Last Day we shall appear ‘like Him, without spot or blemish’.  Until then we continue to need to confess our sins, to seek God’s forgiveness and cleansing and we do this through Penitential Prayer…confessing our sins…and requesting God’s mighty power to be unleashed in our lives so that our love of sinning might be extinguished and the fire of our love and devotion to Christ might be fanned into full flame.  

O Lord, open my eyes that I may see myself as I really am.  Help me to come more and more to hate my sin and to love righteousness.  I confess that I have not loved or followed you as I should.  My devotion has been half-hearted and inconsistent.  My love of others has often been at my convenience and motivated more by what others might think of me rather than by your commands and promises.  Forgive me.  Change me.  Make me more like Jesus as I walk with you to the Cross, Yours and mine.  In Jesus’ name, Amen.  

Rev. Lucky Arnold

Ash Wednesday, February 17, 2010

Matthew 9:14-15—“Then the disciples of John came to him, saying, ‘Why do we and the Pharisees fast, but your disciples do not fast?’  And Jesus said to them, ‘Can the wedding guests fast as long as the bridegroom is with them?’  The days will come, when the bridegroom will be taken away from them, and then they will fast.”  
Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of the Lenten Season, a season in which we journey with Christ to the Cross—His  and ours.   Traditionally the palms of last Palm Sunday have been retained and are then burned to make the ashes, which are then worn as a symbol of repentance.  Lent is a season marked by the spiritual disciplines of fasting and penitential prayer.  As we journey to the Cross liturgically through the six Sundays of Lent we are called to take stock of our own lives and to discern and acknowledge our own sins.  Seeing our sins for what they are and seeing ourselves for what we are and have been enables us to see Christ for who He really is as the Savior of sinners and more personally as the Lamb of God who takes away my sin.  If we will not look at our sin and the judgment we deserve then we will not accurately hear the Gospel, the Good News of God’s salvation…a salvation from the judgment to come.  In the ashes of Ash Wednesday we see exposed the fickleness of our heart and the inconsistency of our devotion to the relentless love of God for His people in general…and for me in particular.  

The spiritual discipline of fasting is intended not as some form of spiritual athleticism but as a discipline designed to help us to feel our need, our dependence, our hunger for God.  Prayer and fasting was a discipline followed by observant Jews in Jesus’ day and apparently a discipline Jesus expected His disciples to follow after His departure in the Ascension.  Penitential Prayer and Fasting are practices intended to emphasize the ‘in-betweeness’ of the times in which we live.  We live between the first coming of Christ as He brought life and salvation to light and the second coming when He will judge the earth and at last separate the wicked from the righteous.  This time ‘in-between’ is characterized by the ministry of evangelism, the announcing of the Kingdom of 
(cont. on Thursday, February 18, 2010)

Saturday, April 3, 2010

Revelation 5:6-10—“Then I saw a Lamb, looking as if it had been slain, standing in the center of the throne, encircled by the four living creatures and the elders.   He had seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven spirits of God sent out into all the earth.  He came and took the scroll from the right hand of him who sat on the throne. And when he had taken it, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb.  Each one had a harp and they were holding golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the saints.  And they sang a new song:

You are worthy to take the scroll and to open its seals,

Because you were slain,

And with your blood you purchased men for God

From every tribe and language and people and nation.

You have made them to be a kingdom and priests to serve our God, and they will reign on the earth.”
I love this passage because of its assurance that on the throne of heaven is the slain Lamb of God. The sealed scroll he takes from the hand of God the Father contains the Father’s master plan for the world.  Only Jesus has the power and authority to unseal that scroll and put the plan into action.  The lamb’s seven horns represent His perfect power and his seven eyes, His perfect knowledge.  The living creatures and the elders worship Him, falling down before Him and singing their praise.  Their praise is focused on His sacrificial love and His redemptive work, saving sinners for himself.  I find it challenging to remember that the ultimate power in the universe, the power that moves history, is the power of sacrificial love.  When I am tempted to act out of anger or ambition, I need to be reminded that Jesus conquered by dying.  I find it helpful in times of trial or uncertainty to remember that there is a throne in heaven and on the throne, directing the events of the whole world, and of my own small corner of it, is the one who died for love of me.       

O Lamb of God, who surrendered to death that you might rescue me, help me to trust that in all events You are in control.  Give me eyes to see beyond the material world to the throne in heaven.  Give me a heart to rejoice with the living creatures and elders in Your victory over evil.  Help me also to accept the trials that come my way as my own cross to bear, remembering that if I follow You into hardship, I may follow You into glory.  Amen.
Elizabeth Nielsen
Easter Sunday, April 4, 2010

Jesus Christ Is Risen Today

Jesus Christ is risen today, Alleluia!

Our triumphant holy day, Alleluia!

Who did once, upon the cross, Alleluia!

Suffer to redeem our loss. Alleluia!

Hymns of praise then let us sing, Alleluia!

Unto Christ, our heavenly King, Alleluia!

Who endured the cross and grave, Alleluia!

Sinners to redeem and save.  Alleluia!

But the pains which He endured, Alleluia!

Our salvation have procured; Alleluia!

Now above the sky He’s King, Alleluia!

Where the angels ever sing. Alleluia!

Sing we to our God above, Alleluia!

Praise eternal as His love; Alleluia!

Praise Him, all ye heavenly host, Alleluia!

Father, Son and Holy Ghost.  Alleluia!

From “The Hymnbook” published by Presbyterian Church in the US, The United Presbyterian Church in the U. S. A., 1955
Stanza 1 to 3 based on the Latin, 14th century and stanza 4, Charles Wesley, 1740.

Alleluia!!! He Is Risen!!!
Introduction

This year the Fellowship Committee has compiled Lenten Devotions provided by Rev. Lucky Arnold, Rev. Dr. Ron Hilliard, Elders, Deacons, members and guests at First Presbyterian Church in North Palm Beach and several of our mission partners.  The artwork on the cover was drawn by Sonya Haffey.  We have been given a great gift from those who have opened their souls by sharing with us words of inspiration, encouragement and hope.  

We invite you to use these devotions as a daily source of help during the Lenten Season. We have printed an opening Scripture and closing prayer for many devotionals.  We pray that these will assist you in your personal preparation for Easter and your worship of God.
Lent is the forty-day period of penitence and prayer beginning with Ash Wednesday and ending on Easter.  The forty days Jesus spent in the wilderness, preparing for His ministry on earth, is the model for this period of reflection.  During this time we contemplate the meaning and power of the crucifixion and the celebration of the resurrection day, Easter.

Please find a schedule of our worship services on the back cover of this booklet.  We hope you will join with us in worship on Ash Wednesday, throughout Lent and during Holy Week.   

Hebrews 12:2—“Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.”  
Lenten Schedule of Events at First Presbyterian Church in North Palm Beach
Wednesday, February 17, 2010
Ash Wednesday Service 7:30 PM

Monday, March 15, 2010           

Lenten Recital,  Noon,  Chapel                  

Dick Dupere, trombone

Monday, March 22, 2010           

   Lenten Recital,  Noon, Chapel

Roget Pontbriand, jazz trumpet
Sunday, March 28, 2010                  

Palm Sunday Cantata   9:30 & 11:15 AM, Sanctuary  

Monday, March 29, 2010             

Lenten Recital,  Noon, Chapel                

James Arnn, tenor;  Irena Kofman, piano    

Thursday, April 1, 2010              

Maundy Thursday Communion Service

Franz Joseph Haydn’s
“The Seven Last Words of Christ”

with the Sanctuary Choir and Orchestra      

 7:00 PM, Sanctuary   

Good Friday, April 2, 1010
Communion Service 7:30 AM, Sanctuary

Men’s Breakfast in Fellowship Hall

Women’s Breakfast off Campus 9:00 AM

Saturday, April 3, 2010
Children’s Easter Egg Hunt

10:00-12:00
Sunday, April 4, 2010 - 8:15, 9:30 & 11:00      
Easter Sunday Services, Sanctuary
